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August 13, 2018

McLean County
Department of Building & Zoning
115 E. Washington St.
Room M102
Bloomington, IL 61701
Attn: Phil Dick, Director
Re: Special Use Permit - Heyworth Renewables I, LLC
Proposed Ground Mounted Solar Power Generating Facility
PIN: 35-10-100-006
E. 100 North Road, Heyworth, IL

Dear Mr. Dick, Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and Members of the County Board:
On behalf of Heyworth Renewables I, LLC, please find enclosed our completed project narrative,
application fee and supporting documents as required for a Special Use Permit request.
Project Narrative:
Heyworth Renewables I, LLC is requesting a Special Use Permit to allow for development of a 2MW
(AC) ground-mounted Solar Power Generating Facility on an existing farmland parcel of approximately
101 acres (PIN 35-10-100-006) located at E. 100 North Road, Heyworth, IL or generally south of E. 100
North Road and east of the Canadian National Railroad. This project is being submitted concurrently with
a similar 2MW (AC) ground-mounted Solar Power Generating Facility on the same parcel, located south
of this request. We request the Special Use Permit be approved as requested.
Nexamp Background:
Nexamp was named a Top 3 Commercial Solar Developer Nationwide in 2014 and 2015 by Solar Power
World, Nexamp is leading the transformation to the new energy economy with proven solutions for the
deployment and operation of solar energy assets. Our comprehensive capabilities span the entire solar
project lifecycle from project development, design and construction through financing, operations and
maintenance. Our integrated, best-in-class solutions make solar energy simple and profitable for our
clients and partners.
Founded by former U.S. Army Captains in 2007, Nexamp has built over 200 solar PV systems in the
Northeast, totaling over 100 MW of solar energy. As a vertically-integrated provider of solar services,
Nexamp has not only the proven ability to see projects through development to completion, but also the
firsthand experience of project lifecycles through the ongoing maintenance of nearly 100 projects. With
the benefit of this experience, Nexamp’s development and design processes are structured to identify and
evaluate key considerations such as potential environmental, permitting, construction and safety issues
early on rather than work reactively during construction.
Nexamp recently raised corporate equity from Mitsubishi’s Diamond Generating Corporation and PJC
(formerly Point Judith Capital), further accelerating our solar development efforts and geographic
expansion. With a rapidly expanding network of property owners, businesses, communities and residents

benefitting from our growing portfolio of solar assets across the US, Nexamp and our partners are laying
the groundwork for a cleaner, more secure energy future.
Project Details:
In your review of this Special Use Permit request, we ask that staff, the Zoning Board, and the County
Board consider the following:
I. Project components:
 Solar modules (i.e. panels) are mounted on racking that slowly rotate and track the sun;
 The solar modules are treated with an anti-reflective coating to minimize glare;
 The racking is mounted to metal piles. Concrete foundations are not anticipated;
 The system will be remotely monitored;
 Electrical cables will be installed underground for the entire project with exception of a series of
poles necessary to interconnect with the Ameren grid along E. 100 North Avenue;
 Perimeter security fencing at 7 ft. height;
 The location of the proposed facility is in compliance with the McLean County setback
requirements;
 Existing drainage patterns will be maintained throughout the site. The proposal will adhere to all
requirements of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.
 Limited area of gravel driveway for site access and maintenance;
 The inverter and transformer with be located on a concrete equipment pad;
 Disturbed areas will be re-vegetated with a low-mow native seed mix;
 We have included with our submission a decommissioning plan and a decommissioning estimate
that includes information regarding salvage value and compliance. Additionally, the proposal will
further adhere to the decommissioning requirements established in the Agricultural Impact
Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) bill prepared by the State of Illinois.
 The McLean County Health Department has provided their recommendation for approval of the
Special Use Application. A letter of confirmation dated July 3, 2018 has been received from the
McLean County Health Department and it has been made part of this application.
 A drain tile study will be completed prior to the submission of any building or construction
permit. Should there be any conflicts between the proposed solar facility and existing drain tiles,
Heyworth Renewables I, LLC will repair, re-route and/or replace drain tiles as necessary to
maintain the existing subsurface drainage patterns.
II. Construction:
 Jobs will be created during construction as a result of both this project and the additional
proposed 2MW (AC) adjacent to this project;
 Most jobs will be local, but some may be brought in if the skill set required is not available;
 Typical jobs created include construction jobs - i.e. equipment operators, electricians, fence
installers, laborers and construction managers;
 Anticipated construction start is summer 2019, depending on a number of factors;
 Duration of construction is typically 3 to 4 months;
 Construction traffic will typically be standard semi-tractor trailers – oversized loads are not
anticipated.
 At the start of construction there may be a half dozen deliveries a day and will then taper off to 1
to 2 delivery trucks per day;
 An Erosion Control Plan will be submitted with the application for a building permit;



III.

All required road permits and ancillary documents will be obtained from all applicable roadway
authorities in addition to any building permit. Nexamp has already begun discussion with the
McLean County Highway Department
Compliance with Standards for Special Uses (§350-56(A-G)):

We believe the proposed project meets the standards for special uses as delineated in the McLean County
Ordinance ((§350-56(A-G)). Specifically, our responses are as follows:
A. The proposed special use will not be detrimental to or endanger the health, safety, morals,
comfort, or welfare of the public.
The proposed solar farm facility will have a beneficial relationship to the health, safety, morals,
comfort and welfare of the public by creating clean, affordable electricity for the community. The
project will also generate significant new tax revenue that will benefit the public welfare. Solar
farms are safe, passive systems composed of non-toxic materials that do not produce emissions
and do not leach or erode. The solar array will be unmanned; the only visits to the site will be for
equipment maintenance (3-4 times per year) and mowing (1-2 times per year). The entire solar
array will be secured with a 7-foot fence to provide safety and prevent unintended access to the
project area. The inverter is the only source of noise on the property, and it has been setback a
significant distance from the nearest property line as well as any structures. At this distance, the
noise generated by the inverter will not be above the existing ambient noise. Additionally, the
proposed solar farm facility will meet all McLean County setback requirements. The panels are
treated with an anti-reflective coating. The panels be will be mounted to posts that are installed
directly into the ground and are not anticipated to require additional concrete foundation. As a
result, the current vegetation and ecological features of the parcel will not be harmed by the solar
array installation.
B. The proposed special use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in
the immediate vicinity for purposes already permitted or substantially diminish property
values in the immediate area.
The proposed solar farm facility will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property
in the immediate vicinity for purposes already permitted or substantially diminish property values
in the immediate area. The proposed solar farm facility will be compatible with the existing uses
as well as future uses permitted in the immediate area. The proposed solar farm facility will not
have a negative impact on nearby property values. Lastly, the proposed solar farm facility is
designed to meet all McLean County Zoning requirements, including all required minimum yard
setbacks.
C. The proposed special use will not impede the orderly development of the surrounding
property for uses permitted in the district.
The proposed solar farm facility will not impede the orderly development of the surrounding
property for uses permitted in the district. Currently, the area surrounding the property is utilized
for agricultural purposes. Additionally, the proposed solar farm facility will not impede any
future development. Per the McLean County Zoning Ordinance, solar farms are permitted by
Special Use in the underlying zoning district and will be compatible with current and future
permitted uses in the surrounding area.
D. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and/or other necessary facilities have been or will
be provided.
Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and/or other necessary facilities are available or will
not be necessary to serve the proposed use. Generally, the proposed solar development does not

require access to utilities such as natural gas, water, or sanitary sewer. The routing of the
electrical infrastructure required to connect to the Ameren electric system is shown on the
enclosed plans. A driveway has been proposed to access the development in accordance with the
McLean County Highway Department. In addition, the introduction of low-mow vegetation in
the development will reduce run-off rates in the project area. Through the Driveway Permit and
Building Permit processes, the applicant will comply with the requirements of McLean County.
E. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as
to minimize traffic congestion in the public streets.
Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress and egress designed to
minimize traffic congestion in the public streets. There will be no personnel located on site other
than occasional site visits for maintenance. The applicant will obtain approval for ingress and
egress during the permitting phase of the project. An initial discussion has already begun with the
McLean County Highway Department.
F. The establishment, maintenance and operation of the special use will be in conformance
with the intent of the district in which the special use is proposed to be located. [Amended 617-2008]
The proposed solar farm will comply with all county regulations with regard to the requirements
for the establishment, maintenance and operation of the proposed solar farm facility in the A
(Agricultural) Zoning District. An Operations and Maintenance Plan is included with this
Application.
G. The proposed special use, in all other respects, conforms to the applicable regulations of the
district in which it is located.
The proposed solar farm facility will fully comply with all applicable regulations of the
A (Agricultural) Zoning District. The proposal and the attached Special Use Application Plans
have been designed to adhere to all zoning requirements of the McLean County Zoning
Ordinance.
IV. Compliance with Solar Farm Use Standards (§350-43 (OO)(3)(a-h)
Additionally, we believe the proposed project meets the use standards for solar farm facilities as
delineated in the McLean County Zoning Ordinance ((§350-43(OO)(a-h)). Specifically, our responses are
as follows:
(a) Setbacks. The facility shall be set back 50 feet from the front and rear property lines and
30 feet from the side property lines.
The proposed solar farm facility meets all setback requirements as required by the McLean
County Zoning Ordinance.
(b) Lighting shall be installed for security and safety purposes only. Except with respect to
lighting required by the FCC or FAA, all lighting shall be shielded so that no glare extends
substantially beyond the boundaries of a facility.
The proposed solar farm will adhere to this requirement.
(c) An erosion control plan shall be provided.
An erosion control plan will be provided as part of the submission for a building permit
application.

(d) A stormwater management plan shall be provided.
No permanent detention is required for solar farm facilities. An engineering memorandum
summarizing the existing and proposed conditions of the site and stating there will be no
detrimental effects from stormwater runoff to the adjacent properties will be submitted with any
future building permit submittals.
(e) All areas occupied by the facility that are not utilized for access to operate and maintain
the installation shall be planted and maintained with a native shade-tolerant grass or other
vegetation for the purpose of soil stabilization or other methods approved by the Director
of Building and Zoning.
All areas occupied by the facility that are not utilized for access to operate and maintain the
installation will be re-vegetated with a low-mow native seed mix. The introduction of low-mow
vegetation in the development areas (versus agricultural row crops) will reduce run-off rates in
the project area and further comply with any required methods.
(f) Solar panels shall require construction permits from the Department of Building and
Zoning. Solar panels that are part of a solar power generating facility shall require
engineering certified by a registered engineer or other certified professional before an
occupancy permit will be issued.
Upon the approval of the special use application, all required construction permits from the
Department of Building and Zoning will be obtained. All engineering will be certified by a
registered engineer.
(g) If a facility ceases to produce electricity on a continuous basis for 24 months, the
equipment must be removed, and the site restored to original condition.
A proposed Decommissioning Plan which delineates all plans for decommissioning is attached
to this application. Additionally, the proposal will further adhere to the decommissioning
requirements established in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) bill prepared
by the State of Illinois.
(h) The facility shall provide approval for access points and change in access use from the road
authority.
Through the driveway and building permit processes, all required approvals will be obtained
from the appropriate road authority for any access point.
On behalf of Heyworth Renewables I, LLC we thank you in advance for your consideration of our request
for approval. We look forward to review of our submittal at the Zoning Board of Appeals hearing on
Tuesday, September 4, 2018. In the interim, please contact us with any questions regarding our submittal
or if any additional information is required.
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

Barton Pitts
Director Business Development, Illinois
Enclosures

Solar energy.
Powered by experience.

Nexamp is leading the way to the new energy economy with best-in-class
solutions for commercial solar development, construction, ownership, and
operation. Our proven experience and comprehensive capabilities enable
us to maximize the value of solar energy investments for all our partners:

By the

Numbers
200 +
PROJECTS BUILT
TOTALING

100+ MW

Property Owners & Managers: Nexamp works with private, non-profit,
and public landowners and property managers to help them fully
leverage the solar energy potential of their properties.
Energy Users: Nexamp works with households, businesses, towns,
schools, and other organizations to supply them with clean energy. We
help them reduce energy costs with stable power purchase or net
metering credit agreements including our innovative community solar
offering, SolarizeMyBill™.

New England Clean Energy Council

CLEAN ENERGY
COMPANY OF THE YEAR

Top 10
NATIONALLY RANKED

SOLAR DEVELOPER
TWO STRAIGHT YEARS

Solar Power World

Solar Facility Owners: Nexamp works with solar plant owners to
improve system economics through optimized design, installation
efficiency, and proactive maintenance of operating assets.

About Nexamp: Founded by former U.S. Army Captains in 2007, Nexamp’s projects are delivering millions of
dollars in annual savings to entities of all sizes. Our build-own-operate solar project model provides clients
with the peace of mind of working with the same Nexamp team from start to finish.

What We Do
ENERGY SAVINGS

FULL PROJECT LIFECYCLE

Develop

Build/EPC

Own & Finance

Asset Mgmt/O&M

PPAs

Community Solar

For more information, please visit www.nexamp.com or call 877.707.0491.

Featured Community Solar Projects
Nexamp develops, designs, builds, owns and operates commercial-scale solar
systems. Our fully integrated solutions allow us to deliver value to our clients and
partners at every stage of a solar project.
Nexamp Peak Community Solar
2.3 MW | Hancock, MA

Hadley II Community Solar
2.4 MW | Hadley, MA

The Northeast’s Largest Community Solar Project
In 2015, Nexamp completed our first community
solar project at Jiminy Peak Mountain Resort. The
2.3 MW array was the largest community solar
project to date and enables the resort to secure
significant, long-term lease revenue while helping
supply 100% of its energy needs from local sources
of renewable energy.

Expanding Access to Solar Savings
Nexamp’s second project at Allard’s Farm, Hadley II
Solar, will monetize marginally productive
farmland to augment operations at the multigenerational family farm.

Nexamp Peak will deliver hundreds of thousands of
dollars in savings to the resort and over 100 local
residents and small businesses through our Solarize
My Bill community solar program.

The array will provide hundreds of thousands of
dollars in energy cost savings over the life of the
project to the towns of Hadley and Southwick as
well as over 100 local residents, small businesses
and non profits through our Solarize My Bill
program.

Key Nexamp Project Services
DEVELOP \ BUILD \ OWN \ OPERATE

Key Nexamp Project Services
DEVELOP \ BUILD \ OWN \ OPERATE

Project Benefits

Project Benefits

CO2

Supports 44 local jobs through construction
and maintenance.

Supports 44 local jobs through construction
and maintenance.

Produces enough clean energy to power
over 350 homes.

Offsets the greenhouse gas equivalent of
taking nearly 475 cars off of the road.

Prevents the emissions of nearly 2,000
Metric Tons of CO 2 .

CO2

Prevents the emissions of approximately
2,249 Metric Tons of CO 2 .

HEYWORTH RENEWABLES I, LLC DECOMMISSIONING PLAN
Heyworth Renewables I, LLC has prepared this Decommissioning Plan (the “Plan”) for its
proposed 2-Megawatt solar photovoltaic facility (the “Facility”) located at E. 100 North Road,
Heyworth, McLean County, Illinois (PIN 35-10-100-006). The Plan describes the process for
decommissioning the Facility in accordance with applicable federal, state and local
requirements.
Facility Description
The Facility will consist of a 2.69-megawatt (DC) capacity solar power-generating array secured
within a chain-link fence surrounding the solar panels and equipment, accessed through a
locked 20’ wide swing gate off E. 100 North Road. The Facility will include the following site
features:











An approximate 3.8-acre area of photovoltaic (PV) modules and mounting system;
An approximate 15.2-acre area within the chain link fence;
Screw or driven piles supporting the PV modules;
One (1) transformer (filled with biodegradable mineral oil) and one (1) central
inverters;
7-foot chain-link security fence with no barbed wire;
Underground conduit and wires within the system area;
Approximately six (6) aboveground wooden utility poles;
Overhead wires at the poles need to interconnect to the Ameren grid;
A gravel access drive; and
A metal security gate at the entrance to the array area.

Decommissioning Plan
The Facility will be decommissioned by completing the following major steps: Dismantlement,
Demolition, and Disposal or Recycle; and Site Stabilization, as further described below.
Dismantlement, Demolition, and Disposal or Recycle
A significant portion of the components that comprise the Facility will include recyclable or resaleable components, including copper, aluminum, galvanized steel, and modules. Due to their
re-sale monetary value, these components will be dismantled, disassembled, and recycled
rather than being demolished and disposed of.
Following coordination with Ameren regarding timing and required procedures for
disconnecting the Facility from the utility distribution network, all electrical connections to the
system will be disconnected and all connections will be tested locally to confirm that no electric

current is running through them before proceeding. All electrical connections to the PV
modules will be severed at each module, and the modules will then be removed from their
framework by cutting or dismantling the connections to the supports. Modules will be removed
and sold to a purchaser or recycler. In the event of a total fracture of any modules, the interior
materials are silicon-based and are not hazardous. Disposal of these materials at a landfill will
be permissible.
The PV mounting system framework will be dismantled and recycled. The metal piles will be
removed from their approximated depth of four feet and recycled. All other associated
structures will be demolished and removed from the site for recycling or disposal. This will
include the site fence and gates, which will likely be reclaimed or recycled.
Grade slabs will be broken and removed to a depth of one foot below grade, and clean concrete
will be crushed and disposed of off-site or recycled (reused either on- or off-site).
Aboveground utility poles owned by Heyworth Renewables I, LLC will be completely removed
and disposed of off-site in accordance with utility best practices. Any overhead wires will be
removed from the Facility and will terminate at the utility-owned (Ameren) connections on E.
100 North Road. The access road will remain in place and Ameren will be responsible for
dismantling those overhead wires and poles under its ownership. Coordination with Ameren
personnel will be conducted to facilitate Ameren’s removal of any poles and overhead wires
located on the site.
A final site walkthrough will be conducted to remove debris and/or trash generated during the
decommissioning process, and will include removal and proper disposal of any debris that may
have been wind-blown to areas outside the immediate footprint of the facility being removed.
Sanitary facilities will be provided on-site for the workers performing the decommissioning of
the Facility.
Site Stabilization
The areas of the Facility that are disturbed during decommissioning will be re-graded to
establish a uniform slope and stabilized via hydroseeding with a ground treatment approved by
the Building Inspector.
Permitting Requirements
Given the size and location of the Facility, several approvals will be obtained prior to initiation
of the decommissioning process. Table 1 provides a summary of the expected approvals if the
decommissioning were to take place in April 2018. Noting that the decommissioning is
expected to occur at a much later date, the permitting requirements listed in the table below
will be reviewed at that time and updated based on then current local, state, and federal
regulations.

Table 1. Current Permitting Requirements for Decommissioning
Permit
Agency
National Pollutant Discharge U.S. Environmental
Elimination System (NPDES) Protection Agency (EPA)
General Permit for
Discharges from
Construction Activity
Building Permit

McLean County

Threshold/Trigger
Ground disturbance of greater than 1
acre with discharge to wetlands or
water bodies. Requires preparation
of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Plan, including erosion and
sedimentation controls.
A building permit must be obtained
for any construction, alteration,
repair, demolition, or change to the
use or occupancy of a building.

The decommissioning process is estimated to take approximately six to eight (6-8) weeks (but
no longer than 150 days) and is intended to occur outside of the winter season.

Decommissioning Cost Estimate - Heyworth Renewables I, LLC
Contractor Fees
Mobilization
Site Super
Electrical Disconnect
Silt Fence
Permitting Fees
SUBTOTAL

Unit
LS
LS
EA
LF
LS

Sitework Removal
Access Roads
Seeding
Fence Removal
Site Clean Up
SUBTOTAL

EA
AC
LF
LS

Racking & Module Removal
Remove Piles and Tables
Remove Tables
Remove Modules
SUBTOTAL

LB
LB
EA

Wiring Removal
Direct Burial Wire
Overhead Wire
Pole Removal
DC Wire Removal
Combiner Boxes
SUBTOTAL

LF
LF
EA
LF
EA

Power Conditioning Equipment Removal
Inverter
Transformer
SUBTOTAL

EA
EA

Equipment Pad Removal
Remove pads
SUBTOTAL

EA

DECOMMISSIONING TOTAL

Est.
Quantity

Material/Labor
Cost

1
1
1
2,350
1

$
$
$
$
$

1,500
150
5,875
7,525

1 $
11 $
2,350
1 $
$

2,500
9,000

44,943
298,100
7,200 $
$

23,000
880
7 $
127,000
12 $
$

1,179
12,679

4,320
4,320

Labor

$

-

Salvage
Material
Recycle Value

$

-

Net Salvage

$

-

$

720

$

(1,691)

$

(971)

$

720

$

(1,691)

$

(971)

$
$

575
819

$
$

(5,446)
(54,249)

$
$

(4,871)
(53,430)

$ 1,394

$

(59,695)

$

(58,301)

$
$
$
$
$

Net Cost
Notes
1,500 20 man hours at $75/hour
150 2 man hours at $75/hour
5,875 $2.50/LF
7,525

2,500
9,000
(971)
1,179
11,708

From discussion with contractors
Damaged acres at $3,000/acre
24 hours at $30/hour
Labor and Dumpster

$
$
$
$

(4,871) 1150 piles, 60 piles/hour at $30/hour
(53,430) 273 tables, 10 tables/hour at $30/hour
4,320 Assume 50 modules/hour at $30/hour
(53,981)

(1,983)
(7,979)
240
(50,465)
60
(60,127)

1,380
35

(3,363)
(8,014)

(1,983)
(7,979)

3,810

(54,275)

(50,465)

5,225

(65,652)

(60,427)

$
$
$
$
$
$

180 Crew of 4 removes 12/day
270 Crew of 4 removes 18/day
450

700 Based on contractor estimate
700

240
60
300

$
$
$
$
$
$

1 $
1 $
$

180
270
450

$

-

$

-

$

-

$
$
$

1 $
$

700
700

$

-

$

-

$

-

$
$

$

25,974

$ 7,339

$

(127,038)

$ (119,699)

$

(93,725)

Assume 500'/hour
Assume 750'/hour
Assume 8 hours total
Assume 1000'/hour removed
Assume remove 6/hour

HEYWORTH RENEWABLES I, LLC EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND COMMUNICATIONS PLAN
AUGUST 2018
Overview
This Emergency Response and Communications Plan (“ERCP”) outlines the general procedures
followed for all emergency situations and incidents that could arise as a result of the operation,
maintenance and decommissioning of the solar photovoltaic facility due to weather events,
equipment failure, human error or other accident. Shortly after commercial operation, an
affiliate of Heyworth Renewables I, LLC will meet with the local emergency service personnel
(fire, police, and EMS) to review and discuss the operation and decommissioning processes,
including unique equipment, the overall process, as well as schedule and phasing. Any
hazardous materials that may be present during each phase will be discussed. There are
typically no hazardous materials present during operation. Ongoing communication between
town officials and police, fire, and emergency services officials, will help assure adequate levels
of safety and protection. A site specific health and safety plan (HASP) will also be developed
and maintained on site. Based on relevant experience, Heyworth Renewables I, LLC believes
that the following types of hazards are most likely to have the potential to occur during
maintenance and decommissioning activities.






Personnel injury or medical emergency
o Electrocution
o Slips, trips and falls
o Medical Emergency
Auto and heavy equipment accidents
Natural or electrical fire
Hazardous material spills
o Gasoline
o Diesel fuel
o Hydraulic oil
o Lubricating oil and grease
o Cleaning solvents

Heyworth Renewables I, LLC is committed to protecting the community, personal
property, wildlife and the environment in adherence to all applicable local, state and federal
laws and regulations.
Emergency Contact Information
Nexamp personnel, including a specified Emergency Response Coordinator, will be available to
arrive on site and may be utilized to assist during emergency situations and/or provide first aid
as needed. For all emergency services including hospital, fire etc. call 9-1-1. During operation of
the facility, a phone number where a Nexamp representative can be reached 24 hours a day

will be established and shown on a sign as “IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE CONTACT
NEXAMP AT (617) 431-1440 x8” and will be provided to local emergency personnel along with
the location of the nearest hospital.
Internal Reporting
The following procedures will be prescribed for internal reporting of emergencies.
1. Once notified by local emergency service personnel, the Emergency Response
Coordinator will notify any on-site personnel, including any visitors, of the nature of the
emergency either in person or via phone.
2. The Emergency Response Coordinator will specify the location for the first responders, if
they are not already present onsite. A designated employee or contractor will meet the
emergency response personnel at the access road of the emergency.
3. The Emergency Response Coordinator will notify local emergency personnel, if not
already present, of the emergency using the contact information to be provided.
4. The Emergency Response Coordinator will identify any need for access control measures
at the facility during the emergency and designate a competent person to implement.
5. Personnel will be trained that when any person identifies an emergency situation, or the
potential for an emergency situation, and reports it to the Emergency Response
Coordinator or his/her designee, the Emergency Response Coordinator will then
activate the Plan.
External Reporting
The following procedures will be prescribed for external reporting of emergencies.




If immediate emergency response assistance is required, the Emergency Response
Coordinator or his designee will call 9-1-1.
A member of management or the Emergency Response Coordinator or his/her designee
are the only persons authorized to speak on Nexamp’s behalf to outside agencies
(police, fire department, medical services etc.) during an emergency situation.
In the event of a spill of a hazardous material in excess of reportable limits, the spill
must be reported to the Department of Environmental Protection or relevant federal
authority.

Emergency Response Procedures
Personnel Injury or Medical Emergency



Provide First Aid to all injured employees or contractors regardless of severity.
A First Aid kit will be maintained onsite. First Aid kits are to be inspected regularly and
restocked as needed following usage.






Call 9-1-1 if the injury is serious and needs immediate medical treatment.
For local emergency response assistance, a designated employee or contractor will meet
the emergency responders at the access road of the tower site and direct them to the
location of the emergency/injured employee.
The designated employee or contractor should have a hand held orange safety flag to
use to get the attention of the responding emergency services.
Regular inspection of fire extinguishers, if required by the local fire department, at all
facility locations where they are installed.

Auto and Heavy Equipment Accidents







Personnel scheduled to work on site will be briefed prior to arrival on facility road
conditions, speed limits and hazards
Ground guides will be used in situations requiring cranes, excavators, lifts and other
heavy equipment to operate in the vicinity of plant equipment, personnel and other
vehicles.
Personnel will be briefed not to approach working heavy equipment without first
receiving acknowledgement and approval from the vehicle operator.
Additional care will be exercised by all auto and equipment operators during periods of
darkness, rain, snow and icy conditions.
All collisions or near misses, regardless of severity, will be reported to the Emergency
Response Coordinator or his/her representative.
Accidents requiring medical or firefighting personnel will follow the instructions listed in
those sections.

Fire
If a natural, vehicle or equipment related fire exists at the facility, personnel or contractors will
follow the following procedures.
1. Provided it is safe to do so, employees can extinguish small fires using the onsite fire
extinguisher.
2. For all other fires, alert others on site to immediately vacate the area and assemble at a
specified location for accountability.
3. Shutdown the facility at the point of utility interconnection, provided it is safe to do so.
4. Restrict the area.
5. Request assistance from firefighting personnel, if needed, in controlling the fire.
6. If local emergency response personnel are required, have an employee go to the access
road of incident site, to meet emergency personnel and direct them to the fire.
7. Employees will use a hand held orange safety flag, safety vest or other brightly covered
material to get the attention of the responding emergency service personnel.

Hazardous Material Spills
Cautionary labeling will be provided for any hazardous chemicals and the associated Material
Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) or Globally Harmonized System (GHS) documentation will be
provided accordingly.
1. The MSDS/GHS for all hazardous materials used at the facility will be provided to the
local fire department and emergency service providers upon request.
2. Drip pans and associated control measures will be used for all refueling and hydraulic
maintenance activities.
3. Small spills will be cleaned up immediately using absorbent materials such as hay, sand,
socks or pads.
4. If the spill is of such magnitude that it cannot be contained, the Emergency Response
Coordinator will contact the appropriate authority for assistance.
5. Personnel and contractors will be instructed to report all spills, regardless of severity, to
the Emergency Response Coordinator.
6. Once a spill is identified, the Emergency Response Coordinator or his/her designee will
maintain access control measures to safeguard personnel and environmental safety
until the spill mitigation is complete.
Site Restoration/Remediation
If any accident or incident at the facility necessitates site restoration or remediation, the
restoration/remediation will be conducted according to applicable federal, state and local
requirements.
Incident Reporting
After every accident or incident, the Emergency Response Coordinator or designee will conduct
a post incident evaluation to determine the following.
1. Suitability of the organization's structure, operations, equipment, communication plans,
adequacy of training, alarm systems, security and access control, spill containment and
recovery procedures, monitoring and safety programs.
2. If any of the above are found to be inadequate, the Emergency Response Coordinator
will make necessary changes.

Safety Training
On-site training for local emergency personnel may be given, at their request, by the
Emergency Response Coordinator or their designees regarding the content, requirements, and
appropriate actions to comply with the provisions of the Plan. The training will occur:
1.
2.
3.
4.

At the facility;
When changes are made to the plan;
At the request of local emergency personnel;
When Emergency Response Coordinator determines.

Recording of Responder Complaints
1. Any and all complaints from responders will be kept in both a log book and an electronic
log.
2. The name, address, telephone number, date and time of all responders issuing a
complaint will be included with the responder’s complaint.
3. Assurance will be provided to all responders that complaint has been mitigated and will
not reoccur.
4. In addition to the above, complaints requiring significant plan or operational
adjustments will be answered in writing within seven (7) days of the complaint.

Heyworth Renewables I, LLC
O&M Services Plan
August 13, 2018
Heyworth Renewables I, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Nexamp, Inc., as the
developer and construction manager of an approximately 2 MW (AC) solar PV array on
property owned by Kolb Farms at E. 100 North Road (Parcel Number 35-10-100-006) in
Heyworth, McLean County, IL, is pleased to provide this Operation and Maintenance
(O&M) Services Plan.
Nexamp Asset Management Services, LLC (NAMS) is a full service photovoltaic
Operations and Maintenance company, servicing more than 85 MW as of April 2018.
Heyworth Renewables I, LLC intends to contract with NAMS in order to provide O&M
services for the project for the first ten years of the system operation. At that time,
Heyworth Renewables I, LLC will revisit that contract and intends to renew the term.
Attached to this Services Plan is a typical scope of work for an O&M provider for a
large-scale solar PV array. NAMS has used this scope of work as the basis for its
services for infrastructure that it currently maintains. In the following template,
“Contractor” represents NAMS and “Owner” represents the project owner, Heyworth
Renewables I, LLC.
The primary services under the scope of an O&M agreement include:


Biannual array maintenance inspections, remote monitoring, unscheduled
maintenance (fault detection), and scheduled equipment replacement.



On-site services typically require a single pick-up truck and 2-4 licensed
technicians.



Technicians perform work with hand tools and battery-operated power tools and
rarely require generators or any motorized or heavy equipment.



The array is designed to facilitate major equipment replacement using truck
mounted boom lift every 5-10 years.



Heyworth Renewables I, LLC will develop the site with using a pile driven or
screw mounting system for the array.

Maintenance Activities include:


Mowing operations are typically conducted 2 to 4 times per season, depending
on the weather conditions and resultant growth. Normally, 2 to 4 personnel using
ride-on and self-propelled mowers and weed whackers will perform the mowing
operations.



The entire Site is inspected for any erosion problems upon each site visit and
maintenance activity, a minimum of two times per year. Any erosion to roads,

embankments, drainage structures/basins, ground cover, etc. is repaired using
similar methods to the initial install, with like equipment and materials.
Potentially, additional erosion control blankets, jute netting, etc. will be added to
protect the maintenance improvement.


Depending on the array location and surrounding vegetation, an arborist with
boom truck will thin shading tree growth.



In the event that weed control is required, NAMS uses only non-persistent
solutions previously approved for use by DEP and many municipalities for use in
regulated and protected areas. The frequency of this activity is typically annually
or biannually, if at all. Work is typically performed by licensed applicators using
trailer born and backpack spraying apparatus.



Heyworth Renewables I, LLC does not anticipate conducting module washing at
this site. In the event that modules are washed, cleaning solution consists of
95% water and 5% non-toxic, non-persistent soap solution. Work is typically
performed by 2-4 technicians using backpacks and scrubbing wands.



Some snow removal may be required to allow site access during winter months,
however no snow removal operations will be performed within the array areas.



Inspection of the storm water management facilities will occur at each site
inspection, no less than biannually, and maintenance provided to restore the
facilities to their original condition.

Scope of Work – O&M Services Contract
Nexamp Asset Management Services (the “Contractor”) will provide O&M services for
the proposed 2 MW (AC) solar photovoltaic system located on property owned by Kolb
Farms at E. 100 North Road (Parcel Number 35-10-100-006) in Heyworth, McHenry
County, IL (the “Facility”). The services to be provided will include the operation, repair,
monitoring and maintenance services listed below.
FACILITY OPERATIONS
The Facility will be operated in conformity to the operating specifications and
requirements set forth in the O&M Manual, in compliance with prudent industry
practices, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the interconnection agreement
between the Owner and the local distribution utility, and in accordance with applicable
law. As required to achieve these operational requirements, the O&M Contractor shall
be present at the Facility site.
PERFORMANCE MONITORING AND OPERATIONS REPORTING
During the Service Term, Contractor shall:


At all times perform basic monitoring of the Facility to make sure Facility is fully
functional and record and report all meter data consistent with all Solar Program
requirements.



Provide Owner with web access to basic monitoring data.



Provide Owner with quarterly reporting of performance against predicted power
and historical performance beginning three calendar months after the
Commercial Operations Date (as defined as “Substantial Completion” in the EPC
Agreement) is achieved, including, summaries of energy measured and reported
by the Facility’s revenue grade meters, a summary of planned maintenance, and
a summary of all forced outages and emergency response measures and the
steps that were taken to resolve such forced outages and emergency situations.



Provide copies of all such information no later than thirty (30) calendar days of
making or receiving information pertaining to maintenance and/or repair
pertaining to the system and/or any portion thereof or the Interconnection.



Maintain warranty records with all inverter, module, and mounting suppliers.



Maintain service agreements with DAS suppliers.

SCHEDULED INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE


Contractor will perform required maintenance of the Facility in accordance with
the written manufacturer requirements for operation and maintenance of the

equipment that is part of the Facility (such written instructions are included in the
O&M Manual).


Contractor will provide continuous 24/7 active monitoring of Facility performance
and provide a single point of contact for Facility maintenance and repair related
issues.



Contractor will implement the preventive maintenance schedule, if any, for each
item of equipment that is part of the Facility, as set forth in the relevant portions
of the O&M Manual.



Contractor will maintain maintenance logs, records and reports documenting the
provision of O&M Services hereunder in sufficient detail to allow Owner to verify
that the Facility is performing in accordance with the Project Warranty and the
performance requirements for the Facility. Contractor shall maintain current
revisions of the drawings, specifications, lists, clarifications and other materials
relating to the Facility.



Contractor will complete and submit to Owner in a timely manner maintenance
log sheets to document Contractor's provision of Services as required hereby in
sufficient detail to allow Owner to verify that the Facility is performing in
accordance with the Project Warranty and the performance requirements for the
Facility.



Contractor will regularly maintain the Facility, in accordance with the O&M
Manual, and provide semi-annual on-site inspections by completing the following:
o Visual inspection of all feeder terminations for corrosion.
o Visual check of all power terminations/connections associated with the
system e.g. DC combiner boxes, DC and AC disconnects, surge arrestors,
inverters and PV modules and re-torque as necessary.
o Test of ground continuity and correct any unsafe or abnormal issues.
o Check of all fuses in inverters, combiner boxes, and disconnects
(AC&DC).
o Testing and recording of voltage and amperage of the arrays at the string
level.
o Inspection of the combiner boxes, disconnects (AC&DC), and inverters
with an infrared camera, with the purpose of detecting hotspots, bad
connections, etc.
o Checking of the mechanical and structural integrity of the system.
o Cleaning or replacement of inverter air filters where applicable if
necessary.
o Checking of inverter housing for dust/water ingress.
o Checking and replacement of any unserviceable system labeling as
necessary.

o Visual inspection of weather stations and calibration verification against
monitored data.
o Checking of modules for excessive dirt and debris. Cleaning is excluded.
o Providing written documentation to include summary report of findings
including actions taken and recommendations for additional maintenance
or repairs, etc.
FAULT DETECTION AND DISPATCH


Contractor shall respond to all alarms, alerts and service requests pertaining to
the system within 24 hours of such alarm, alert and/or service request, as
personnel safety and weather conditions permit.



Contractor shall monitor and respond to forced outages and performance trends.
Contractor and Owner shall notify the other as soon as practically possible, but in
no event later than twenty-four (24) hours following their discovery, of “Forced
Outage”, which is defined as: (a) any material malfunction in the operation of the
Facility and/or (b) any interruption in the delivery of energy to the Facility’s
revenue grade meters. Contractor shall apply safe industry best practices to fully
resolve any Forced Outage as quickly as possible. To the extent the correction
of the Forced Outage requires either O&M Services or Warranty Services,
Contractor shall initiate the O&M Services or Warranty Services needed to return
the Facility to service within 24 hours of such notice, and where applicable, as
manufacturer service capabilities permit. Contractor shall provide Owner with an
estimate of the time necessary to return the Facility to fully operational service.
Contractor agrees to notify the Owner as soon as practicable when the Facility
returns to service, but in no event later than twenty-four (24) hours following the
Facility’s return to service.



Contractor and Owner agree to notify the other upon the discovery of an
Emergency condition pertaining to the Facility. If Contractor is notified of an
Emergency condition by Owner or otherwise learns of an Emergency condition,
Contractor agrees to promptly dispatch appropriate personnel to address such
Emergency as quickly as possible in accordance with industry best practices,
and as personnel safety permits. Contractor maintains the right to disconnect the
Facility and/or to otherwise isolate the Facility from the electric distribution
system servicing Owner’s and Owner’s property as a result of any Emergency
condition pertaining to the Facility as determined at the Contractor’s discretion;
provided, however, that the Contractor shall be responsible for any adverse
consequences caused by such exercise of discretion if the exercise is negligent
or represents a breach hereof.

Vegetation Maintenance:
Once constructed, the solar farm project will require little maintenance. The selected prairie grasses
seed mix will be designed per Illinois DOT standards and will be composed of native plant species. These
grasses have a slow growth rate, deep root system (typically 4 to 6 feet), are full sun and shade tolerant,
and do not require frequent maintenance. The intent of the chosen vegetation mix is to limit runoff,
provide invasive species resistance, and incorporate pollinator friendly plant species as needed.
Nexamp will provide landscape maintenance services through hiring specialized contractors. The
selected landscape manager will responsible for the following services:
Use best landscaping practices to maintain soil stability;
Mowing in and around the solar array using custom mechanical equipment.;
Minimize the use of herbicides; all efforts will be made for applying only bio-degradable, EPA
approved solutions that are not harmful to wildlife or the general public;
Blanket and spot spraying, keeping weeds under control.
Site visits up to 6(six) times a year for landscaping maintenance.
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Applicant:
Contact:
Address:

Nexamp
Barton Pitts
4 Liberty Square
Boston, MA 02109

IDNR Project Number: 1900009
Date:
07/02/2018

Project:
Address:

Heyworth Renewables LLC
E 100 North Road, Heyworth

Description: Nexamp Solar Energy Solutions is conducting an Environmental Critical Issues Analysis
for the proposed approximate 101-acre Heyworth Renewables LLC Project, in McLean County, Illinois.

Natural Resource Review Results
This project was submitted for information only. It is not a consultation under Part 1075.
The Illinois Natural Heritage Database contains no record of State-listed threatened or endangered species,
Illinois Natural Area Inventory sites, dedicated Illinois Nature Preserves, or registered Land and Water
Reserves in the vicinity of the project location.

Location
The applicant is responsible for the
accuracy of the location submitted
for the project.
County: McLean
Township, Range, Section:
21N, 2E, 10
IL Department of Natural Resources
Contact
Impact Assessment Section
217-785-5500
Division of Ecosystems & Environment
Disclaimer
The Illinois Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or
condition of natural resources in Illinois. This review reflects the information existing in the Database at the time
of this inquiry, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the site being considered, nor should it be a
substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required for environmental assessments. If additional
protected resources are encountered during the project’s implementation, compliance with applicable statutes
and regulations is required.
Terms of Use
By using this website, you acknowledge that you have read and agree to these terms. These terms may be
revised by IDNR as necessary. If you continue to use the EcoCAT application after we post changes to these
terms, it will mean that you accept such changes. If at any time you do not accept the Terms of Use, you may not
continue to use the website.
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1. The IDNR EcoCAT website was developed so that units of local government, state agencies and the public
could request information or begin natural resource consultations on-line for the Illinois Endangered Species
Protection Act, Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act, and Illinois Interagency Wetland Policy Act. EcoCAT uses
databases, Geographic Information System mapping, and a set of programmed decision rules to determine if
proposed actions are in the vicinity of protected natural resources. By indicating your agreement to the Terms of
Use for this application, you warrant that you will not use this web site for any other purpose.
2. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this website are strictly prohibited and
may be punishable under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986 and/or the National Information
Infrastructure Protection Act.
3. IDNR reserves the right to enhance, modify, alter, or suspend the website at any time without notice, or to
terminate or restrict access.
Security
EcoCAT operates on a state of Illinois computer system. We may use software to monitor traffic and to identify
unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information, to cause harm or otherwise to damage this
site. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this server is strictly prohibited by law.
Unauthorized use, tampering with or modification of this system, including supporting hardware or software, may
subject the violator to criminal and civil penalties. In the event of unauthorized intrusion, all relevant information
regarding possible violation of law may be provided to law enforcement officials.
Privacy
EcoCAT generates a public record subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Otherwise, IDNR
uses the information submitted to EcoCAT solely for internal tracking purposes.
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EcoCAT Receipt

Project Code

APPLICANT

DATE

Nexamp
Ashley Meijer
5655 Plantation Drive
Commerce Township, MI 48382

7/2/2018

DESCRIPTION

FEE

CONVENIENCE
FEE

TOTAL PAID

EcoCAT Consultation

$ 25.00

$ 1.00

$ 26.00

1900009

TOTAL PAID
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
One Natural Resources Way
Springfield, IL 62702
217-785-5500
dnr.ecocat@illinois.gov
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$ 26.00

Transmittal
To: Ms. Rachel Leibowitz
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency

1 Old State Capital Plaza
Springfield, IL 62701-1512

WE ARE SENDING:

X

DATE: July 31, 2018
PROJECT: Heyworth Renewables, LLC I
Project –
McLean County, Illinois
JOB #: 18001807
VIA: UPS Ground

Herewith

Under Separate Cover

THE FOLLOWING:
One (1) IHPA Review Letter, Site Location Map, High Probability Map, Photo Log

TRANSMITTED AS MARKED BELOW:
☐ For your approval

☐ As requested

☐ For your use

☐ Other:

☒ For review and comment

REMARKS:

FROM: Jill M. Kotwasinski, MS, RPA

1245 E. Diehl Road, Suite 100 | Naperville, IL 60563 | 630.577.0800 Tel | 630.577.0900 Fax | www.atwell-group.com

July 31, 2018
Ms. Rachel Leibowitz
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
1 Old State Capital Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1512
Atwell, LLC Project No. 18001807
Re:

Request for Review
Proposed Heyworth Renewables LLC, I Project
Unincoorpoarted RandolphTownship, McLean County, Illinois

Dear Ms. Leibowitz:
On behalf of Nexamp Solar Energy Solutions (Nexamp), Atwell, LLC (Atwell) is requesting a review of
the Heyworth Renewables, LLC I Project (Project) by the State Historic Preservation Officer under the
Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act ILCS 342020 in anticipation of an Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) permit (e.g. construction stormwater) for the Project. The
Project would not require Federal permits or funding which would trigger review under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act.
The Project is located on approximately 101.6 acres of land (Project Area) south of E 100 North Road in
McLean County, Illinois. Specifically, the Project is located in Section 10, Township 21 North, Range 2
East. The Project Area is presented in the attached site location map on the Heyworth, Illinois USGS 7.5
minute topographic quad.
The Project proposes to construct a solar farm with associated services. Ground disturbing activities will
extend across the entirety of the site and include utility trenching and fine grading. The majority of the
Project Area consists of the agricultural land used for row crops, with a portion of the Short Point Creek
flowing east to west through the northern portion of the property. The area surrounding the site is
primarily agricultural and residential. Digital photographs were taken to document current land use within
the Project Area in the attached photographic log.
National Register of Historic Place and Historic Structures
Atwell conducted a review of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) records maintained by the
NPS to find listings of prehistoric and historic properties listed on the NRHP in McLean County, Illinois.
Properties listed on the NRHP with unrestricted location data were not identified within one mile if the
Project Area. The Historic and Architectural Resources Geographic Information System (HARGIS)
online database was examined and determined that historic resources are not located within the Project
Area.
Atwell has reviewed records pertaining to previous cultural resources, historic maps, and site
characteristics. Atwell determined that structures have not been depicted within the Project Area on
historical U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps or historical aerials since at least 1930. This
was further confirmed upon limited pedestrian survey of the Projecct Site. Review of archival records

and GLO survey plats indicate the Project Area location is not associated with a significant person or a
historic event.
Archaeological Resources
A records search was performed using the IIAS to identify recorded archaeological sites that are located
within the Project Area or within one mile of the Project Area. Previously recorded archaeological sites
are not located within the Project Area. One previously recorded archaeological site is located within one
mile of the Project Area. The Project Area has also not been previously surveyed to determine if cultural
resources are present, but 12 previous cultural resources surveys have been conducted within one mile of
the Project Area.
Atwell also reviewed the Project Area for the potential to contain prehistoric archaeological sites.
According to The Inventory of Illinois Archaeological Sites: Flex Archaeology Viewer the northwest
corner of the Project Area is located within an HPA associated with the Short Point Creek (See attached
high probability Areas map). As a result, Atwell recommends an archaeological survey of this portion of
the Project Area. The Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act (20 ILCS 3420/6 part c)
states archaeological investigations are not required for private undertakings outside high probability
areas unless the undertaking may affect a known archaeological site. Therefore, Atwell does not
recommend that additional archaeological investigations be conducted under 20 ILCS 3420 unless
additional archaeological sites or artifacts are encountered during the course of Project development.
In summary, Atwell is requesting a review of the Project by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
Specifically, we are interested in a determination as to whether the Project would affect districts, sites,
buildings, structures or objects, significant in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering or
culture, that are listed (or eligible for listing) on the National Register of Historic Places and State of
Illinois Register.
If you have any questions or comments in relation to the proposed Project or Atwell’s findings contained
herein please contact me via email at jkotwasinski@atwell-group.com, or at 630.577.0800.

Sincerely,
ATWELL, LLC

Jill M. Kotwasinski, MS, RPA
Cultural Resources Specialist
Natural Resources
Attachments:

Site Location Map
High Probability Areas Map
Photographic Log

