MclLean County

LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE OF
THE MCLEAN COUNTY BOARD
AGENDA
Room 400, Government Center,

115 E. Washington Street, Bloomington, IL
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
1:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order — Chairman Soeldner
2. Approval of Minutes — July 2, 2018

3. Appearance by Members of the Public and County Employees

4. ltems for Action:

a. Request approval of 2019 Legislative Program for McLean County.

5. Other Business and Communication

6. Adjournment
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would occur and should not be part of the wording of the question. Mr. Soeldner stated
that he felt there would be discussion on this, but wanted to make sure voters are
educated on this.

Motion by Gordon/Segobiano to amend to read “Should the Bloomington
Election Commission be consolidated with the County Clerk’s Office?”

Roll Call Vote — all members present voted yes

Motion Carried.

Chairman Soeldner asked if there was discussion on the motion as amended. Mr.
Caisley stated this was not a good idea because when you put two questions before the
voters that are essentially the same, one could be voted up and the other is voted down
which would be inconsistent and not resolve the issue. He stated he also did not feel he
had a right to determine what the City of Bloomington voters do and should wait to see
what the citizens of Bloomington decide. Mr. Gordon stated he would vote no on this
because he feels there should be an option to put countywide elections into the hands
of an independent commission. Mr. Segobiano stated they tried putting two things on
the ballot before and it was voted down because there were two options. Mr. Soeldner
stated this is non-binding just getting an opinion and people in the County care about
this because it would make it more efficient and to make it less confusing. Mr.
Segobiano provided an example of a citizen being made when they were sent to
Bloomington Election Commission from the County Clerk’'s. Mr. Gordon stated that if
we put this non-binding question none the ballot at same time that a binding referendum
goes on ballot that would be confusing. Mr. Murphy stated he would not be in favor of
putting both on but hoped that by the time we get to full board we might know if there
were enough names on the petition to put the binding referendum on the ballot. So the
non-binding referendum could be voted down at the full board. Ms. Wollrab asked
about the binding resolution and how it read. Mr. Soeldner confirmed that it was to
dissolve the Bloomington Election Commission. Ms. Wollrab asked if there was a
coordinating resolution that would move it in with the Clerk’s office or a County wide
election commission. She asked what the timeline would be to roll it into a county wide
office. Mr. Knapp stated he wrote a memo a couple of years ago and if the referendum
should pass to dissolve the Bloomington Election Commission, there is language in the
statute whereby the Bloomington Election Commission would have to deliver their
books to the County Clerk’s office almost immediately. He stated that to create a
countywide election commission there would need to be two votes, one vote to dissolve
Bloomington Election Commission and then a second vote either at the same time or a
later time to create the county wide election commission. Mr. Gordon stated that our
non-binding question might be more specific than the petition for a binding question.
Mr. Gordon asked the deadline for the County Board to adopt this non-binding
resolution. Ms. Woods stated that August 20" is the deadline which is the day before
August board meeting. Mr. Segobiano called for the question.

Motion by Segobiano/Caisley to recommend approval of Amended
Resolution Authorizing Electoral Authorities in McLean County to Submit a
Public Question regarding consolidation of Election Authorities.























