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1 BEFORE THE 1 I NDE X
5 McLEAN COUNTY ZONI NG BOARD OF APPEALS 2
3 VOLUME | | 3 W TNESS NARR_AFES\_/FEI QUESTI ONS OF W TNESS
ARROASM TH | SOLAR, LLC by Cypress ) CASE SU-18-03
4  Creek Renewabl es 4
M CHAEL MATEJKA 103
5 APPLICATION for special use to allow 5
a sol ar power generating facility in ANNA ZI EGLER 105
6 the agriculture district on property 6 By Chairperson Turner 107
located in Arrowsnith Townshi By M. Dean 109
7 imediately north of 1100 North Road 7
approxi mately 2/5 of a mle east of SCOTT NOVACK 117
8 3400 East Road; Parcel 24-14-300-006. 8 DAVE SANDAGE 150
9 ARROMM TH II SOLAR LLC by Cypress ) CASE SU- 18- 04 9
10 Creek Renewabl es 10 BRYAN WHI TSON 167
APPLI CATI ON for special use to allow LEO ENSENBERGER 171
11 a solar power generating facility in 11
the agriculture district on property
12 located in the SE 1/4 of Section 14, 12
Townshi p 23N, Range 5E of the 3rd
13 P.M in Arrowsnith Townshi p 13
imediately north of 1100 North Road
14  approximately 3/5 of a nile east of 14
15 3400 East Road; Parcel 24-14-400-002. 15
MORAI NE SOLAR, LLC by Cypress Creek ) CASE SU-18- 05
16  Renewabl es 16
17  APPLI CATION for special use to allow 17
a solar power generating facility in
18 the agriculture district on propert 18
|l ocated in Downs Township i nmmedi ately
19 west of 2200 East Road approximately 19
3/5 of a mle north of 600 North
20 Road: Parcel 29-10-200-005. 20
21 Hearing held, pursuant to notice, on Wednesday |21
February 7, 2018 at the hour of 7:00 p.m at 115 E.
22 Washington Street, Bloonmington, Illinois. 22
23 REPORTER: LAUREL A. PATKES, CSR #084- 001340 23
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1 BOARD MEMBERS:
5 1 PROCEEDINGS
JULI A TURNER, Chai o] .
; M CHAEL KURI 72 ol rperson 2. CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Wewill resume
4 (B]F_€|I Ag (BSQNGE(F:%’T\I 3 Case SU-18-03, continueit | should say, from last
RI RLT . .
c MARY BETH TAYLOR 4 night, and our legal counsel will tell us where we
6 STAFF: 5 were.
PHLIPW DI CK 6 MR. DICK: Roll call.
; D ect O ¢ of Building & Zoni ng 7 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Oh, first let's
9 Counsel 9. MR. DICK: Marc Judd?
10  APPEARANCES: 10 (No response)
11 POLSINELLL, Y v en 11 . MR. DICK: Brian Bangert?
12 150 N _Riverside Plaza 12 . MR. BANGERT: Here.
13 Chicago, Illinois 60606-1599 . i it77?
dot r oPeker @ol o nel It com 13 . MR. DICK: Michael Kuritz~
14 (312) 873-2941 14 . MR. KURITZ: Here.
15 on behal f of the Applicant. 15 . MR. DICK: Rick Dean?
16 16 . MR. DEAN: Here.
17 17 . MR. DICK: Julia Turner?
18 18 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Here.
19 19 . MR. DICK: Drake Zimmerman?
20 20 (No response)
21 21 . MR. DICK: Jim Finnigan?
22 22 (No response)
23 23 . MR. DICK: Chris Carlton?
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1. MS. CARLTON: Here. 1 Cypress, the applicant.
2. MR. DICK: Mary Beth Taylor? 2 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Seeing
3. MS. TAYLOR: Here. 3 that no one else has any questions of the applicant,
4 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That'ssix, and | 4 would anyone like to testify from the audience in
5 that'saquorum for us, so we will proceed on. 5 thiscase?
6 Where do we need to go from 6 MR. DICK: We have three signed up.
7 here? Where were we? 7 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: We have three
8 MS. WALLEY: Madame Chairman, my 8 signed up? Great. Then I'll let you read them off.
9 recollection of SU-18-03 was that the applicant had | 9 MR. DICK: Mike Mateka.
10 presented mogt, if not all, of their casein chief. 10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Isit okay to
11 They have been subject to cross-examination. 11 swear you in?
12 | do see some new individualsin 12 MR. MATEJKA: Yes.
13 theaudience. | don't recall if they rested their 13 (Whereupon the witness was sworn
14 case, but | believe they were presenting evidence 14 by Chairperson Turner.)
15 when we recessed yesterday. 15 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. And your
16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: | think wewere |16 name and address?
17 at the point of the public being ableto ask the 17 MR. MATEJKA: Michael Matejka
18 applicant questions. 18 (M-at-ej-k-a), 800 North School Street in Normal.
19 So isthere anyone elsein the 19
20 audience who would like to ask any questions of the |20 NARRATIVE TESTIMONY
21 applicant? 21 BY MICHAEL MATEJXKA:
22 MR. ENSENBERGER: Isthisfor Moraine |22 | appreciate that McLean County has
23 oristhisfor -- 23 been consistently here on top of new energy
Page 102 Page 104
1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Youcanask | 1 development and appreciate Cypress Creek showing
2 them -- do you have specificto a... 2 interest in our community.
3 MR. ENSENBERGER: Well, | wantedto | 3 | just want it on the public record
4 comment on the Moraine project was all. 4 to say that very much since thisis an out-of-state
5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. You'll | 5 enterprisethat | really want to encourage them to
6 havetimeto testify if that's what you're wanting 6 redly enhance their economic involvement in the
7 todo. 7 community by using local skill trades labor to build
8 MR. ENSENBERGER: Y eah. 8 their project, and hopefully they will use the
9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Wereonthe | 9 skillsthat we havein this community to build a
10 Arrowsmith one right now. 10 positive thing that brings another level of economic
11 MR. ENSENBERGER: Okay. 11 enrichment to the community.
12 MR. STREICKER: Thisis Dave 12 That'sit.
13 Streicker. 13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Great. Thank
14 For the board, counsdl, staff, 14 you.
15 I'd like to introduce a new colleague of ours, Bryan |15 Does anyone have questions for
16 Whitson who's acivil engineer, and Bryanissitting |16  Mr. Matejka?
17 infor Dan who was able to testify last night. 17 Does the applicant have
18 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank |18 questionsfor Mr. Matejka?
19 you. 19 MR. STREICKER: We do not.
20 MR. DICK: Mr. Streicker, could you 20 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Anyonein
21 introduce yourself for the court reporter, please? 21 theaudience or | should say anyone on the board
22 MR. STREICKER: Again, my nameis 22 have questions for him? Staff? Audience?
23 David Streicker (S-t-r-e-i-c-k-e-r), counsel for 23 I think you're good to go.
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1. MR. MATEJA: Thank you. 1 asolar AIMA which isyet to be completed
2 (Witness excused.) 2 And then we would also recommend or
3. MR. DICK: Anna Ziegler. 3 suggest that the ZBA look at some type of financial
4 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Hi, Anna. 4 assurance as a condition of the special use for that
5. MS. ZIEGLER: Hello. 5 decommissioning plan, again, like you've imposed on
6 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Isitokayto | 6 other utility companies. We think that would be
7 Swear youin? 7 advantageous as well
8 MS. ZIEGLER: Yes. 8 And then lastly, thereis an ag
9 (Whereupon the witness was sworn 9 impact mitigation agreement that is being negotiated
10 by Chairperson Turner.) 10 with lllinois Department of Ag. It isnot finalized
11 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Your nameand |11 yet, but we would recommend or suggest that the
12 address? 12 county consider adding that as a condition of the
13 MS. ZIEGLER: Anna Ziegler 13 specia use permit, that the applicant enter into
14 (Z-i-e-g-l-e-r), 2242 Westgate Drive, Bloomington. |14 that agreement.
15 I'm here on behalf of McLean 15 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank
16 County Farm Bureau. 16 you.
17 17 Anyone on the board have any
18 NARRATIVE TESTIMONY 18 (questionsfor Ms. Ziegler?
19 BY ANNA ZIEGLER: 19 | actually do.
20 Asfar astestimony, | really just 20
21 have acouple questions and then a couple 21 QUESTIONS
22 suggestions to comment before the board. 22 BY CHAIRPERSON TURNER:
23 So acouple questions. Some of them 23 Q. You mentioned about having erosion
Page 106 Page 108
1 all reference back to questions | asked yesterday, 1 control and ground cover.
2 so one question was whether or not this applicant 2 A. Uh-huh.
3 should be required to sign an ag nuisance disclaimer | 3 Q. Andlast night it cameto our
4 asauser of our property inthe ag district. We 4  dtention that there was an opportunity to have a
5 think that could be advantageous 5  pollinating ground cover or one that would help
6 And then a couple other things that 6 pollination.
7 were addressed yesterday that we do think are 7 Can you comment on the
8 important include tile drainage repair, erosion 8  advantages or disadvantages in your opinion of that?
9 control, vegetative cover and weed control, and 9 A. | don't know that that's an area of
10 those things are outlined in the applicant's 10  expertise of mine.
11 application aswell asin the zoning ordinance. 11 | would suggest that the McLean
12 Things like an erosion control plan 12 County Soil and Water Conservation District may be
13 hasto be submitted before they get aconstruction |13 ableto lend their expertise.
14 permit, those types of things. 14 | believe Building & Zoning has
15 Then a couple of suggestions or 15  suggested to the applicant that they consult with
16 recommendations. 16  them.
17 In the applicant's decommissioning 17 And our other comment would be
18 plan, they state that they are going to remove all 18  we'd want to make sure there weren't obnoxious weeds
19 equipment and structures to a depth of three feet. 19  inwhatever they plant as cover, and I'm sure
20 Webelievefive feet would be more applicablefor |20  they're aware of that.
21 futurefarming uses. Fivefeetisthe standard that |21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Any other
22 isinthe agimpact mitigation agreement for wind |22  questions?
23 companies, and it islikely to be that ssme depthin |23
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1 QUESTIONS 1l

2 BY MR.DEAN: 2 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Arrowsmith |,

3 Q. Doyou have atimeframe for when the 3 correct.

4  nuisance disclaimer -- no, the nuisance disclaimer | 4 Okay. At thispoint, it looks

5 isinplace-- for the AIMA? 5 likel can ask you if you have a closing statement.

6 A. 1 donot. 6 MR. STREICKER: Yes. Thank you.

7 | have seen adraft of it. | 7 Thank you again for the

8  had hoped to possibly submit it as an exhibit this 8  opportunity, board members, again, counsel and

9  evening, but | did not receive the go ahead to do 9  staff.

10 that becauseit's not a public document yet. 10 We've redlly appreciated not
11 | believethey are -- the 11 only theinput that you have provided, especially
12 communication I've seen, they're accepting comments |12 staff, on our application process, but the questions
13 until February 20th, but | can't tell you beyond 13 that the board has come up with have helped us even
14 that when it will be finalized. 14  become | think more familiar with our project, and |
15 MR. DEAN: Thank you. 15  note we have a couple follow-up points to questions
16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Any other |16  yesterday that we wanted to add, and | would also
17  questions? 17  liketo note for the board that we talked about
18 Staff have any questions? 18  ground cover, and that's certainly one of the things
19 Anyone in the audience have 19  that we knew coming into the areais going to be
20 questionsfor Ms. Ziegler? 20  important, and it's certainly been emphasized by
21 And I'm sorry. | didn't ask you 21 staff and the board, and we absolutely want to make
22 guysif the applicant has any questions? 22 aGrade A effort to make sure that whatever native
23 MR. STREICKER: No, but | would note |23  grasses are planted makes sense, not only for

Page 110 Page 112

1 for the board, and | want to thank you for bringing | 1 pollination but it's been made very clear to us that

2 that up, that we do plan to confer withthe Soil and | 2 weed control is an absolute priority in the

3  Water Digtrict, and we have met withthe McLean | 3  agricultural areathat we're going into, and we are

4 County Farm Bureau and would like to keep that 4  aware of that and are on top of it.

5 dialogue going ultimately to determinewhat isthe | 5 With regard to the FEJA, I'm

6  best ground cover here. 6 surewewould consider that as| understand it.

7 We definitely view that asa 7 THE REPORTER: With regard to the --

8  collaborative approach locally and amost 8 it'salittle hard to hear you.

9  hyperlocally with the ground cover asfar aswhat | 9 MR. STREICKER: FEJA. I'm not sure
10  makes sense. 10 what theacronymis. It'sthe onethat Ms. Ziegler
11 So that is absolutely on the top 11 mentioned.

12 of our radar screen. 12 MR. DICK: AIMA?

13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank |13 MR. STREICKER: No, no.

14  you. 14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: No. It wasthe
15 | think you're good to go. 15  nuisance disclaimer.

16  Thank you. 16 MR. STREICKER: Y eah, the nuisance
17 (Witness excused.) 17  disclaimer.

18 MR. DICK: Amy Winterland? 18 We're certainly amicableto

19 (No response) 19  taking alook at that. Wefully realize we'rein an
20 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Isthereanyone |20  agricultural area aswe can tell from the pictures.
21 €lsethat wasn't on that list who would like to 21 And with regard to the AIMA,

22 testify tonight on the Arrowsmith case? 22  that'sone of the things we've been dealing with in
23 MR. DICK: That would be Arrowsmith |23 thewind world for quite sometime. There's
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1 actualy astatute that the state has dictating the 1 MR. NOVACK: No.
2 agricultural impact mitigation that would be entered | 2 MR. STREICKER: Okay.
3 into. 3 Y ou know, you saw some pictures
4 We have not seen any of the 4  yesterday of the site.
5  draftsof the AIMA. Certainly in my experience, the | 5 The equipment that goesin and
6 issuesthat come up aretiling, returning the land 6 drivesthe pilesinto the ground, that really isthe
7  tothecondition it was which we admitted to prior | 7 heaviest piece of equipment that's going to be out
8 totheproject comingin, and there's certain 8 ontheconstruction site. It'savery quiet site,
9  decommissioning requirements. 9  very low maintenance, and it's not going to create a
10 At this point, | would argueto 10 lot of trafficin the area.
11 theboard it's probably not necessary to make a 11 Obviously, we want to leave a
12 dipulationin the SUP because, one, | believewe've |12 lasting economic betterment, whether that's for
13 covered al those areas, and two, itisaformative |13  local construction spend. Certainly, hiring people
14  document that's going to haveinput fromalot of |14  inthelocal economy isapriority of ourstoo.
15  people, and | don't know what it's going to look 15 I think you'll see some numbers
16 likewhen it getsfinished. 16  inthe application that we've broken down our
17 And furthermore, McLean County 17  project spend to what we hope directly goes into the
18 isuniquein that you have avery robust zoning 18  local community.
19  ordinance with Utility Mgjor, avery robust wind |19 Workforceis an interesting
20  energy conversion system ordinance and one of the |20  thing because the way the Future Energy Jobs Act is
21 few counties at least that I've seen that's already 21 setup, it requires a, quote-unquote, "qualified
22  addressed solar in advance. 22 person” to beinvolved with the construction, and |
23 So | believe hopefully with the 23 bdieve, I'm not certain, that the Illinois Commerce
Page 114 Page 116
1 application and our testimony hereand the strength | 1 Commission is going to set the overall structure for
2 of your ordinance that those local residentsshould | 2 what isaqualified person to be working on these
3 bevery well protected. 3 projects and how the state is going to interpret
4 Again, we do have aconcern 4  that, and it's going to be a state level matter.
5  about making commitment to enter an agreement where | 5 So for those entities and
6  wehavenot seen final terms, and, you know, cabling | 6  individualsthat get qualified as such, certainly we
7 depth for wind isalittle bit different than solar 7 hope many of those are from the area, and with the
8 becauseyou'reactually farming over awind farm, | 8  strength of the universities and the tech schools
9 and | don't know how that's going to go. 9  here, | would suspect that's the case.
10 Also, and just to reiterate some 10 Lastly, again, we hopeto be a
11 of the pointsthat we really want to highlight in 11 long-term resident of McLean County.
12 our application, it's our intention hopefully to 12 Scott, anything you want to add?
13 come and be an exemplary resident of McLean County |13 MR. NOVACK: | think I'd have to be
14  and not only land stewardship that we've donealot, |14  swornin.
15  we hopeto be avery low impact resident. 15 MR. STREICKER: | think it carries
16 The construction of thewind 16  over from yesterday.
17 farm asyou see from the application isnot nearly |17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: It carries over
18  asintensive as other industrial construction. It 18  but make sure you identify yourself.
19  doesn't require heavy equipment to be brought in the |19 MR. NOVACK: Sure.
20 area 20 I'm Scott Novack with Cypress
21 And, Scott, | don't know if you 21  Creek Renewables, senior developer herein lllinois.
22 have anything you want to add on the equipment basis |22
23 but... 23
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1 NARRATIVE TESTIMONY 1 tedtified, and if you want to come give a closing,

2 BY SCOTT NOVACK: 2 just come on up.

3 | think Dave said it perfectly. | 3 MR. DICK: Mike Matejka?

4 mean, we'rereally excited about the opportunity 4 MR. MATEJKA: No thanks.

5 hereto bein this county and make along-lasting 5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: AnnaZiegler?

6  impact while at the sametime making an extremely | 6 . MS. ZIEGLER: Just one final comment

7 low, you know, we want to make anice economic | 7 onthe AIMA.

8  presence and aclean tech presence but not be a 8 The applicant would be

9  nuisance either from a construction standpoint ora | 9  negotiating that with the Illinois Department of Ag,
10  long-term standpoint. 10  sol understand their concern about signing an
11 With our experience developing solar 11 agreement they haven't seen yet, but if you made it
12 dl over the country, werereally well-tunedtodo |12  acondition, it would be open to their negotiation
13 just that, and | hope that we've done agood job of |13 with the Illinois Department of Ag.

14 answering questions, and | know that more can come |14 S0 just wanted to make that

15 upinArrowsmith Il and Moraine. 15 point. Thank you.

16 And I'm looking a Mr. Kuritz because |16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. With

17 | want to address something that he had brought up |17 that, | will officially close the hearing part of

18  yesterday but I'll wait on that for the next... 18  this, and we will have staff deliberation on this.

19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: You cango |19 We may have other questions that

20  ahead. 20 comeup inour staff deliberation, especially given

21 MR. NOVACK: Okay. Perfect. 21  that this has gone over two nights. | know I've had

22 Y ou stumped me on vaults 22  afew come up so if you'll hang around.

23 yesterday so | wanted to make sure that | was 23 MR. DEAN: We're going to have board
Page 118 Page 120

1 educated on that, so | spoke with one of our 1 deliberation, right?

2 internal civil engineers. He explained exactly what | 2 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: | did say staff,

3 they are. You were pinpoint on, and he al'so 3 didn't1? | meant board deliberation.

4 confirmed that we do not use vaults because we don't | 4 Thank you.

5 haveto based on the scale of the wires and what 5 MR. DEAN: Okay. | have one comment.

6 we'redoing there. 6 Would it be possible to get the

7 So to confirm, there's 7 agricultura nuisance disclaimer in front of these

8  dab-on-grade that house the transformer and the 8 folksthisevening?

9 inverter, and then the conduit is stubbed through 9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yeah, that was
10 thedab and then goes down into the underground |10  my thought too. | would like them to seeiit if we
11 from there without the necessity to use vaults at 11 haveacopy of it.

12 dl. 12 Do we have a copy?

13 So thank you for that. 13 MR. KURITZ: Here.

14 And with that said, thank you 14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: There you go.
15  very much for hearing our case. 15 That way you guys can seeit and

16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank |16  know what it looks like.

17 you. 17 Okay. | think maybe we should

18 (Witness excused.) 18  start, sincethisis new just with the pluses and if
19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Doesanyone |19  there are minuses, things that you're puzzled about
20 who -- should we go down the list? 20  orthat you like that we're seeing so that we can
21 Anyone who testified is allowed 21 kind of discussthose and go from there.

22 tocome up and give aclosing. 22 It will make the future ones a

23 So we will call your nameif you 23 lot easier but thisfirst one | think, rather than
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1 going through the standards right now, let's talk 1 (Mr. Novack nodded)
2 about that just for aminute. 2 MR. BANGERT: All conduit. Okay. So
3 MR. DEAN: Wéll, the pluses are 3 that answersthat.
4  pretty obvious. It'seco-friendly. You know, it's 4 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That was ayes,
5 something that our state has evidently mandated. | | 5 it will be removed?
6  wasunaware of that. The state has mandated solar | 6 MR. NOVACK: Yeah. You got my nod?
7  energy being constructed in lllinoisto acertain 7 1 don't know if that shows up, but we're going to
8 level. I'mnot surewhat that is. | think 25 8 remove everything including the conduit, all the
9  percentisrequired. 9  wires.
10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: I think he said |10 MR. STREICKER: And additionally,
11 25 percent renewable energy iswhat we're shooting |11 staff has recommended a standards stip that we would
12 for. 12 repair adl field tile that's damaged. | believe
13 MR. DEAN: | thought it was 25 13 that'sNo. 4 in the stipulations, and we would be
14  percent solar. 14  very amicableto doing so, and we will abide by that
15 Isit 25 percent solar as part 15  stipulation if the board decides it's ultimately
16  of the renewable package? 16  appropriate.
17 . MR. STREICKER: It's 25 percent 17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Brian, do you
18  renewable by 2025 isthe goal. 18 fed, isthere anecessity to notify people around
19 There are mandates for both 19  asbeing out in the ag area? Do neighbors need to
20  solar and wind. 20 benatified that, hey, we're doing some digging
21 MR. NOVACK: That'sright, and | 21 around here that could affect field tileor isit
22  don't have the numbersin front of measto how that {22  pretty much assumed when you see a project like this
23 exactly breaks down, but the answer isit's 25 23 that -- | mean, if thiswas your neighbor doing
Page 122 Page 124
1 percent renewable. 1 this, what would you want?
2 MR. DEAN: Okay. Thank you. 2 MR. BANGERT: Well, obvioudly, just a
3 MR. BANGERT: | do agree that there's 3 conversation, you know, a good neighbor conversation
4 plenty of benefitsto aproject likethis. | still 4 about what's going to be taking place so that, you
5 intheback of my mind still think these would be 5  know, it could be communicated quickly and who do we
6 placed well on, you know, unused parkinglotsand | 6 talk to. | mean, that would kind of rectify that
7 landfillsand placeslike that that wouldn't take 7  right away.
8  out productive land that these projects are goingto | 8 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: So some
9 takeout. 9 information on who to talk to if drainage issues do
10 | a'so view -- you know, the 10  show up that you think may be related to field tile.
11 landowners don't seem to be concerned about thetile |11 MR. BANGERT: Y eah, because the
12 ontheir property. | am concerned about the people |12 burden of proof then becomes, well, was this an
13 that are upstream, downstream, anybody that could |13  existing issue before or did we cause this?
14  possibly beimpacted in that regard, but aslong as |14 MR. SANDAGE: Can | testify to that
15  we've got that covered through either AIMA or 15 agan?
16  another way because those projects don't always show |16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Not at this
17 upright away. Those can beyearsdowntheroad. |17  point. Sorry.
18 Erosion control, another one, is 18 MR. BANGERT: So yeah.
19  aproject, you know, they're not going to use heavy |19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Somaybe
20  equipment, but one clarification | could useis 20 if wehad astipulation of contact numbers should
21 maybe the conduit for thewiring, | didn't ask asto (21 anything come up.
22 whether that was going to be removed aspart of |22 MR. BANGERT: Y eah.
23 the-- 23 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Anybody else?
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1 MS. TAYLOR: Yes. | cameto the 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And we did hear,
2 Midwest, grew up in the Pacific Northwest whereland | 2 you know, how it can be good for land to let it
3 wasvaued so much and came to the Midwest when | 3 rejuvenate to be taken out, and | do believein
4 was 12 and went to high school in Colfax, andit's | 4  that, and | do think that our food production is
5  beautiful. Theprarieisbeautiful, and | think we | 5  pretty high at this point.
6  al want to preserve that, and | just want to say 6 But Phil, | have a question for
7  that | guess asthese things develop, and I'm a 7  youwherethat concern -- and it soundslikeit'sa
8  strong proponent of renewable energy, but weneedto | 8  concern across-the-board as far asisthere any way,
9  think through at some point how much of the prairie | 9  and | don't think we can do it here, we'd probably
10 wewant to cover. 10  haveto gointo our ordinances, but is there any way
11 I'm not saying I'm opposed to 11 wecan put alimit asto how much of theland or a
12 thisproject. You know, balancing thosetwo things |12  percentage of farm or anything like that that can be
13 outisadifficult issue. 13 converted?
14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: | agree, and |14 MR. DICK: Not that | can think of.
15  when | think of these things, that'sexactly what | |15 | think that's a policy decision that you really
16  think. You know, how do we restrict theamount of |16  wouldn't want to put in a zoning ordinance.
17 land that istaken over by this, or do we. 17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: so that would be
18  Obviously, we don't want... 18  done on the McLean County board level then?
19 MS. TAYLOR: It'sreally special when |19 MR. DICK: | would think so.
20  you drive across the prairie from Champaign to 20 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Good. Well let
21 Bloomington on a summer evening and look out over it |21 them worry about that. | like those.
22 and seethecloudsand... 22 And that's kind of what |
23 MR. KURITZ: Yeah, | guess| likethe |23  thought too, that ultimately it's their decision
Page 126 Page 128
1 ideaof the solar renewable and thewind energy that | 1 whether it goesin or not so that's where that would
2 weve been putting in here, but someonelast night | 2 comein.
3 saidthat it'sfunny that it takes 20 acresto 3 Rick?
4 produce two megawaitts of solar, and for about one | 4 MR. DEAN: And it's the landowner's
5 acre itsoundslikewecandouptofourandahaf | 5  prerogativeto use hisland for whatever he chooses
6  megawatts with one wind turbine without taking 6 to.
7  anywhere close to as much land out of production. | 7 I've got one other question for
8 And | guessthat'sthe only real 8 theapplicant.
9 issuethat | haveis sort of like what Brian said. 9 So we're talking two megawatts
10 Theresgot to beland out there that doesn't score |10 per 20 acres.
11 off thetop of the chartsthat's not the flattest, 11 How many megawatts does the
12 blackest land in McLean County. 12 state document that just passed last November or
13 That said, you know, | know that 13 December alow for?
14  thelandowner, he's probably going to makeasmuch |14 . MR. NOVACK: Soto get to -- soit's
15  out of this crop or more than he is with the other 15  30,000. If al of the solar that the IEPA has set
16  and he'sgoing to have aguaranteed incomeversus |16  out to achieve by 2025, it's actually by the year
17 having to play the commodities market, so | really |17 2030, was built on ground-mounted systems, and
18  hateto take that away from him. 18  that's not the case because there is going to be
19 But that's the only real issuel 19  some behind the meter commercial and industrial,
20 haveisthefact that it is, you know, | know it's 20 there's going to be some rooftop installations.
21 nottaking it away forever, but it is taking away 21 It'sgoing to adecent percentage of al of that.
22 crop production right now and some of thebestland |22 Butif all of that was on the ground, it would take
23 out there. 23 30,000 acres by that same math of ten acres per
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1 megawatt, which is a conservative number. 1 In this case, we are lessees. |
2 30,000 acres...we did the math 2 don't know if the county has modified these in the
3 onthisbecause we were curious. 30,000 acresout | 3  past, but we are not going to be the owner of this
4 of 27 million acres of farmland in the State of 4 property.
5 Illinoisis.001 percent, and | forgot where | was, 5 . MR. DEAN: Okay. Yeah, | understand
6 butl alsolooked at it on acounty perspective. | 6  this maybe does not apply to you.
7  haven't looked at in McLean, and | don't want to 7 MR. STREICKER: This document would
8 quiz any of you all hereto ask how many primeacres | 8  not apply to us.
9  of farmland thereisin this wonderful big county. 9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: The nature of it

10 I'msuretheresalot, andwecanal dothemath. |10 iswhat weretrying to get, so will you, Sam,

11 So when you look at it 11  addressthat?

12 individualy, when you think about a 20-acre farm, |12 MS. WALLEY: | think you'reright. |

13 itsoundslike alot of them. Holisticaly though, |13  think for the most part it applies to property

14  whenit's compared to how much, you know, we're |14  owners and landowners, that sort of thing.

15  blessed with alot of really great farmland herein |15 If you were to agree to the

16 thisstate, so on arelative basis, you know, it'sa 16 termsof it, | think it would be as the chairwoman

17 small amount luckily. 17  said. It would be the spirit of it and not

18 MR. DEAN: Okay. Thank you. 18  necessarily the literal language as a property owner

19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Youknow, my (19  versusalessee.

20  other thoughtissinceitisrichfarmland anditis |20 . MR. STREICKER: Sure. And we would

21 some of the highest production farmland that it will |21 definitely agree to the spirit of it and be willing

22 beatougher business decision for farmersto have |22  to consider modificationsif the board or counsel

23 these put on their land, and ultimately that'swhat |23 wanted to modify this document to conform to our

Page 130 Page 132

1 itwill comedown toif we, you know, moveahead | 1 construction.
2 withthis. 2 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. And that
3 Anybody have anything else they 3 may be worthwhile for us.
4  want to add? 4 MR. BANGERT: And can | get one more?
5 Okay. Shall we walk through the 5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Sure.
6  standardsthen? 6 MR. BANGERT: So before we dive into
7 MR. DEAN: Did we get the nuisance 7  that, the decommissioning plan, and maybethisisa
8 thinginfront of the folks? 8  question for staff, the decommissioning plan doesn't
9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yes. 9  exist, but therewill beone. Isthat my

10 MR. DEAN: Okay. My takeonthatis |10  understanding?

11  it'snot very burdensome. 11 MR. DICK: Our ordinance doesn't

12 MR. STREICKER: Sure. A couple 12 requirethat they have a decommissioning plan but

13 comments on the nuisance, certainly recognizing |13  that they decommission it at the end of the

14  we'reinan agricultural areaand willingto abide |14  operation, that they remove everything.

15 by the activities going on out there. 15 MR. BANGERT: Okay.

16 A couple things with the 16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: I'm glad you

17  disclamer. 17  brought that up, Brian, because | did have a

18 One, it talks about not being 18  question for you guys.

19  conduciveto residential activities. Obviously 19 What determines, what instigates

20  we'renot doing that. 20 adecommissioning for you?

21 It also statesin the beginning 21 MR. STREICKER: Thank you for that

22 that | will certify that I'm the owner of the 22 question, and hopefully it'sin your application

23 property. 23 packets, but we did sign and submit a
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1 decommissioning plan, and just for the board, when | 1 wouldn't be any...taking everything down three feet
2 it saysdecommissioning will occur as aresult of 2 isn'tanissue.
3 thefollowing: either our lease expiresor the 3 MR. NOVACK: No.
4  assetisnot producing power for 12 consecutive 4 MR. KURITZ: Because we do have five
5 months. 5  feet on our wind farms because they've got great big
6 At that point, we have obligated 6  concrete bases, and if you're going back to farm
7 ourselvesto do the following: removeall 7  ground, and nobody deplows anymore it doesn't seem
8  owner-operated equipment, conduit, structures, 8 like, but anyway, if there's nothing going to be
9 foundation to adepth of at least three feet below 9 therewith thisinstallation, then that's not an
10 grade; remove al fencing unlessthe owner of the |10  issue.
11 leased real estate requestsin writing for it to 11 MR. BANGERT: So that decommissioning
12 stay in place; and then take the following stepsto |12 plan you just spoke of there, what if you guys
13 restore theland, grade the land after subsurface 13  aren'tin businessthen? Y ou wouldn't be able to
14 equipment removal, reseed the land using local 14  decommission it.
15  noninvasive grasses, and maintain thegrassfora |15 MR. STREICKER: | think we noted or
16  total of three months after seeding. 16  a least onething in our application, that given
17 And that's assuming we have 17 theracking system that Scott just referred to, the
18  rightsto be on the property, which I'm presuming |18  metal supportsfor the solar rays we think has very
19  could be worked out. 19  high salvage value as well as the other components.
20 And then it says, all such 20 So one, there would certainly be
21 removal and decommissioning shall occur within 18 |21 an economic incentive for someone to come in there
22 months of any aforementioned decommissioning |22  and remove this equipment if you were gone, and |
23 condition, and the operator is responsible for 23 can check the application to see if we specified
Page 134 Page 136
1 decommissioning. 1 anything else but certainly decommissioning is atop
2 And we have also agreed that we 2 priority for us because we understand it'satop
3 will provide McLean County with an updated signed | 3 priority for the county.
4 decommissioning plan within 30 days if wetransfer | 4 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yesh. | think
5  ownership of the facility or operation in some 5  that we need to -- we've learned here that | think
6  capacity. 6  weneed to definitely set some decommissioning
7 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank | 7  stipulations similar to what exists currently in the
8 you. 8 AIMA for thewind farms, and we can hit that as we
9 MR. KURITZ: You madeit clear that 9 comeacrossit.
10 al yougotisdab, but you're going to drive 10 But what | would suggest to the
11 |-beamsinto the, galvanized | assume l-beamsinto |11  board and would be willing to discuss before we get
12 theground, and they're going to go down fiveto |12  thereisthat we get a decommissioning estimation
13  seven feet or more? 13 and they can include their, you know, their
14 MR. NOVACK: Could beasmuch asten |14  recyclable or their recoupable out of the steel, but
15  asit'sbeen explained to me. 15  at thesametime, if, you know, the life, say just
16 MR. KURITZ: Okay. Soyouresaying |16 likeitisinthe AIMA, ten years down the road we
17  that you'd cut those off at three feet? 17  can get another quote, and by the 11th year, they
18 MR. NOVACK: No. Weregoingtopull |18  need to present a bond for that amount of the
19  those out completely. 19  decommission.
20 MR. KURITZ: You're going to go ahead |20 MR. BANGERT: Yeah, it could be put
21 and pull them out. 21 inthere someway totieit with the Consumer Price
22 MR. NOVACK: Y eah. 22 Index so as costs keep going up, it will cover it
23 MR. KURITZ: Okay. Soredly, there 23 down theroad.
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1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Right. Okay. | 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: But we agree
2 So perhaps we could say that the 2 withit, and we've included it in ours and have
3 decommissioning agreement would bethesameasthe | 3 alowed that.
4 current AIMA decommissioning agreement for thewind | 4 MR. STREICKER: Okay. And | would
5 fams. 5  aso note that the county has a 24 month | think
6 Would that be possible? 6 decommissioning trigger if the project hasn't been
7 MS. WALLEY: Areyoureferringtothe | 7 functioning or generating electricity for 24 months,
g8 timeline? 8 and we've actualy agreed to a shorter timeframein
9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Thetimelines | 9  our decommissioning plan.
10  and, in general, the stipulations. 10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And I like that.
11 MS. WALLEY: Okay. 11 MR. STREICKER: It's not something
12 . MR. DEAN: | have a question for the 12 developers normally do.
13 applicant. 13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay.
14 Areyou guys familiar with what 14 Arewe ready to go through the
15  we'retaking about here? 15  standardsthen?
16 MR. STREICKER: | believeyou're -- 16 Okay. On A, the proposed
17 MR. DEAN: Financial assurance. 17  specia usewill not be detrimental to or endanger
18 MR. STREICKER: Absolutely familiar |18  the health, safety, morals, comfort or welfare of
19  withfinancial assurance, and | believeyour wind |19  the public.
20  energy conversion systems ordinancetalksabout |20 MR. KURITZ: | think that one is met.
21 financial assurance as part of the decommissioning |21 MR. DEAN: Yeah. | don't think
22 process. 22 there's anything hazardous there.
23 It looks to melike it's $35,000 23 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. 1 assume
Page 138 Page 140
1 pertower is posted. 1 wereal in agreement since I'm not hearing
2 MR. DEAN: It went up. 2 anybody.
3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yeah. We've | 3 Okay. B. The proposed
4  changed it to, well, whatever. Oursagreesnow with | 4  specialty use will not be injurious to the use and
5 the AIMA. AIMA takes precedence over what oursis | 5  enjoyment of other property in the immediate
6 becauseit's part of the agreements, and it sounds 6 vicinity for the purposes already permitted or
7 likethey're putting an AIMA together withthat,and | 7  substantially diminish property valuesin the
8 | canassureyou well end up going that direction 8 immediate area.
9  asacounty to keep things consistent. 9 MR. KURITZ: It looked to melike as
10 And not that we need to discuss 10 long asthedrain tile systems are taken care of
11 that. You guyswill have abusiness decision 11 like Phil's stipulation said that that should be met
12 depending on what we decide here. 12  dso.
13 MR. STREICKER: Okay. But| do 13 MR. DEAN: Did | see somewhere where
14 understand financial assurance and how it operates |14  you're 30 feet back or 50 feet? What's the distance
15  inthewind context. 15 from the property line?
16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Sure. 16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Phil, do you
17 MR. STREICKER: And it doesappear |17 havethat?
18  that your Wex ordinance is very specific towind and |18 MR. DICK: Yeah. The setback
19  how that operates. 19  requirements are 30 feet from all property lines
20 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Right. 20  except 50 from the front.
21 MR. STREICKER: And | understand that |21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Andon
22 AIMA hastried to override the county deliberation |22 this, we have obvioudy the stipulation already in
23 process on decommissioning on several occasions. |23 there of fixing thetiles.
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1 Do we need to put anything in 1 I do have one other stipulation
2 thereof notification for neighborsasfar aswhoto | 2 and in honor of Drake not being here, but | have a
3 getintouch with? 3 fedling he would be very interested in having the
4 MR. BANGERT: Yeah. If theressome | 4  pollination ground cover. If it's deemed
5  way that they have a contact information available | 5  appropriate at all, we would like to go that
6 for them. 6 direction, and we'll put that in.
7 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: How about if we | 7 MR. BANGERT: Yeah. They need to for
8 say they can giveit to the county so that people 8  sureat least within their CSfor their cover and
9 can cal the county and at |east get that number. 9  then whatever else.
10  Would that be okay? 10 But, yeah, there's a pollinator
11 MR. BANGERT: Y eah. 11 program.
12 MR. KURITZ: | think that if I'm not 12 So asfar as the other
13 mistaken, Mr. Sandage said that thetenant onthe |13 stipulations that we've talked about...
14  property runsatiling service, so I'massumingin |14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: shelll read them
15  at least thisinstance and probably the next one 15  off to ushere.
16 that it shouldn't be anissue, but I'm not sure 16 MS. WALLEY: Okay. | havefour
17  about the third one. 17  stipulations so far.
18 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yeah, | think |18 The first requires contact
19  I'mlooking for getting pretty standard. 19  information from the applicant on file with the
20 And then C, the proposed special 20  Department of Building & Zoning to hand out to any
21 usewill not impede the orderly development of the |21 citizen for issues or complaints.
22 surrounding property for uses permitted in the 22 A decommissioning financial
23 digtrict. | think we're good there. 23 assurance timeline that mirrors what is required of
Page 142 Page 144
1 MR. KURITZ: Y eah. 1 windfarmsinthe AIMA.
2 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: D, adequate | 2 Repairs of any damaged drainage
3 utilities, access roads, drainage and/or other 3 tilesfor nonparticipating landowners.
4 necessary facilities have been or will be provided. | 4 And pollination of ground cover,
5 And again, we have the drainage 5 | need specific language on that.
6 tileissuetherethat will cover that. 6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Ground cover
7 Adequate measures have been or 7  that encourages pollination if deemed appropriate
8  will betaken to provide ingress and egress so 8 by -- what's the acronym again?
9  designed asto minimize traffic congestion in the 9 MR. DEAN: Soil and Water
10  public streets. 10 Conservation District, the local.
11 MR. KURITZ: Weve got the 11 MR. KURITZ: We've also got Phil's
12 dtipulation on the agreement with thetownshiproad |12  stipulations of the entrance permit from the
13 commissioner. That should take care of that. 13 Arrowsmith Township Road Commissioner.
14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. F, the |14 Certified plans for stormwater
15  establishment, maintenance and operation of the |15  detention/retention permit isissued for the purpose
16  specia usewill bein conformancewiththeintent |16  of solar power generating facilities, and complete
17 of thedistrict in which the specia useisproposed |17  consultation with the Illinois Historical
18  to belocated. 18  Preservation Agency before construction can begin,
19 | think we're good there. 19  and have all field tile damaged in the construction
20 The proposed special usein al 20  process repaired by a competent contractor with
21 other respects conforms to the applicable 21 experiencein such repair during the life of the
22 regulations of the district in which it is located. 22 solar farm.
23 Okay. That isalso met. 23 Then shall follow the plans and
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1 documents submitted with the application and the | 1 MR. DICK: Taylor?
2 zoning regulations, Article VI, Section 350-43.003, | 2 MS. TAYLOR: Yes.
3  usestandardsfor asolar power generating facility. | 3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Looks likeit's
4 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And theother | 4  unanimous, and it passes.
5 onethat we didn't mention yet was an agreementin | 5 . MR. DICK: Thisis arecommendation
6  the spirit of the ag nuisance disclaimer. 6 that will go to the County Board on Tuesday,
7 MR. BANGERT: Should welook at being | 7 February 20th, at 9 am.
8  consistent with wind farms? If they put anythingin | 8 MR. DEAN: There are other wind farms
9  excess of threefeet, say that they go down five 9 inother counties. Am | correct in that assumption?
10  feet, if they put anything that deep, they'vegotto |10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Solar.
11 takeit out? 11 MR. DEAN: Excuse me. Solar.
12 MS. WALLEY': | wasjust going to 12 MR. STREICKER: | can answer that.
13 point out 3G which isthe last stipulation that was |13 At least from personal
14 referenced in the staff report that | believe Member |14 experience, | know that thereisautility scale
15  Kuritz was looking to adopt. 15  solar farmin LaSalle County.
16 3G requires, and Mr. Streicker 16 | believe the University of
17  referenced it, "If afacility ceases to produce 17  lllinois has one that'sin Champaign County.
18  dectricity on acontinuous basis for 24 months, the |18 | believe thereisasolar farm
19  equipment must be removed and the siterestoredto |19  in Winnebago County, and there may be another one
20 origina condition." 20  that I'm missing.
21 So that would mean that when, my 21 I know Cook County has one;
22 understanding, when decommissioning isdone, there's |22 Henry County.
23 nothing there. 23 MR. DICK: If you want to go look at
Page 146 Page 148
1 . MR. BANGERT: They take everything. | 1  theonein Champaign, it's just north of Champaign
2 Okay. 2 onthe north edge of the city. We went and looked
3 MR. KURITZ: Except the dirt. 3 aitjustto see how it was affected.
4 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. | think | 4 MR. DEAN: So we are one of thefirst
5  we have all the disclaimers on there. 5  countiesthat's approving them for agricultural, on
6 . MR. KURITZ: | move we recommend 6 farmland?
7 approval of SU-18-03. 7 MR. STREICKER: | worked in LaSalle
8 MR. BANGERT: Second. 8  County project, and that is agricultural land.
9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Welldo | 9 | can't speak to you about the
10 arall cal vote. 10  Geneseo project. Those | believe are utility scale
11 I'm sorry. We have amotion by 11 projects with this community.
12 Kuritz, asecond by Bangert. 12 MR. DEAN: What's the difference
13 Now well do aroll call vote. 13 between autility scale and this project?
14 MR. DICK: Bangert? 14 MR. STREICKER: It'sjust size.
15 MR. BANGERT: Yes. 15 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay.
16 MR. DICK: Kuritz? 16 MR. NOVACK: Sorry. | just wanted to
17 MR. KURITZ: Yes. 17  add, clarify oneitem there.
18 MR. DICK: Dean? 18 We've gotten approvals, zoning
19 MR. DEAN: Yes. 19  approvasin anumber of other counties. I'm happy
20 MR. DICK: Turner? 20 tojust giveyou examples: Grundy County,
21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yes. 21  Stephenson County, Will County, Bureau County and
22 MR. DICK: Carlton? 22 Christian County to date.
23 MS. CARLTON: Yes. 23 MR. STREICKER: Those are approvals
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1 but they're not projects. 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Does the board
2 MR. NOVACK: Those are zoning 2 haveany questions for the applicant?
3 approvashbut al on farmland. 3 Does staff have any questions
4 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. 4 for the applicant?
5 MR. DEAN: Okay. Thank you. 5 MR. DICK: No.
6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: With that,| | 6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: would anyonein
7 will call the next case, Case SU-18-04, application | 7  the audience have any questions for the applicant?
8  of Arrowsmith Il Solar LLC by Cypress Creek. 8 MS. WALLEY: Mr. Streicker, | just
9 And Phil, do you want to go 9  wanted to let you know, for procedural purposes,
10 ahead and present that? 10  you're more than welcome to adopt evidence that was
11 MR. DICK: | did. 11 offered by Mr. Novack and yourself yesterday, but
12 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Oh, that's |12  the engineer that you had yesterday is unavailable
13 right. Headready did. That's what we spent the 13 today for cross-examination, so if there's any
14 last half hour doing. 14  additional engineering information you'd like to
15 With that, | will turn it over 15 offer with your witness here today asit relatesto
16  toyou guys. 16  thiscase and SU-18-05, you're more than welcome to.
17 . MR. STREICKER: Again, thank youto |17 Wejust can't adopt it for these since he's not here
18  theboard, counsel and staff. 18  for cross-examination purposes.
19 Thisisthe Arrowsmith 11 19 MR. STREICKER: Understood. Thank
20  project which will be | believe the neighbor tothe |20  you.
21 west of Arrowsmith . 21 And if | need to make aformal
22 MR. NOVACK: East. 22 request, | would ask that the board adopt both my
23 MR. STREICKER: East of Arrowsmith 1. |23  testimony and Mr. Novack's testimony from yesterday.
Page 150 Page 152
1 | feel comfortable saying that 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Isthere
2  theapplication and material specsfor Arrowsmith Il | 2 anyonein the audience who would like to testify on
3 ismaterialy similar to Arrowsmith 1. 3 Arrowsmith I1?
4 And, Scott, unless you have 4 MR. SANDAGE: | could testify on the
5 anything elseto add, | would rest on our opening 5 drainageif you want meto.
6 statement and make ourselves available for 6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: You can testify
7  questions. 7 onwhatever you would like to testify.
8 MR. NOVACK: | would only add that, 8 MR. SANDAGE: Why don't | testify on
9  Darryl, it might be nice to advance this 9 thedrainage so we can have it on the record.
10  presentation just so we have avisua hereand see |10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That's fine.
11 exactly what we're talking about. 11 Come on up.
12 And then the next dide covers 12 MR. SANDAGE: It's Dave Sandage,
13 kind of the numbers, but thisyou'll noticeis 13 34292 East 1100 North Road, Arrowsmith, Illinois.
14  identical to the dide, the same dide for 14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And et me swear
15  Arrowsmith I, and additionally will be for Moraine |15  you in then, okay?
16  aswell. 16 MR. SANDAGE: Okay.
17 So | don't know if you want to 17 (Whereupon the witness was sworn
18 st onthisscreen or go back to the aerial. 18 by Chairperson Turner.)
19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: On thisone. |19
20 MR. NOVACK: Okay. Great. 20 NARRATIVE TESTIMONY
21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Anything |21 ~ BY DAVE SANDAGE:
22 ese? All good? 22 So | talked to Dan again about the
23 MR. STREICKER: We're good. 23 tiling thing this morning, and he's more than
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1 willing to be helpful for spotting that tile. 1 would come and help us spot those. His dad farmed
2 And, you know, my grandparents came 2 our ground, and his dad died now. Dan has farmed it
3 hereinthe40s. Heworked out on the Mecherlefarm | 3 for at least 20 years. He's been in thetiling
4  for 17 years beforewe got our first shot at afarm. | 4  business. He farmsI'm going to say three, four
5 We worship thisground. I'm just 5  thousand acres, and he's aso on the board of
6 telling you. I too graduated from Colfax. 6  directorsat Cooksville grain elevator. So realy
7 My other granddad farmed alifetime 7  sharp guy, knows what he's doing
8 onacentennial farm just amile the other side of 8 So we really do believe that we have
9  Route 9 therewhere| grew up. 9 al of the details on the tiling covered and are
10 So we don't take any of thislightly, 10  more than willing to cooperate with whatever it
11 what weredoing here, and my wifeand | struggled |11 takesto spot that tile, and I've been there 17
12 withthisdecision, but it'sjust the numbers. You |12  years, and they've never been worked on, | can tell
13 justlook at it, and it all makes sense 13 youthat.
14 And like | was telling these guys, 14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Thank you for
15  they shot up arocket yesterday with aTesa 15  coming forward.
16  electric car. | mean, what are we going to do with |16 Stay right there in case we have
17 dl thiscorn that we're making ethanol out of if we |17  questions.
18  al goto electric cars, and that isjust the wave 18 | just want to comment and just
19  of thefuture. 19  say thank you, and it certainly soundslikeit's an
20 So with all that being said, | mean, 20 ideal situation for an initial look at doing
21 | havealot of pridein ownership on that farmif |21 something like this.
22 you'veever been by it, and anyone that's seen it 22 So does the board have any
23 before| came out there would know that, but 17 |23 questions of Mr. Sandage?
Page 154 Page 156
1 yearsl've been out there, and | have no intentions | 1 MR. SANDAGE: | would like to just
2 of leaving there. | don't want anythingtogowrong | 2 make aquick comment like | said on thisgrain
3 there, and | haveintentions of leavingittomytwo | 3  situation.
4 sons, so we don't want anything going wrong out 4 | own a heating and cooling
5 there, and we're doing our best to make the best 5 business, and I'm a pretty technical savvy guy, and
6 decisions here. 6 | work on, well, | mean, I've got alarge business,
7 And | would say that the first thing 7 and| canjust tell you, this corn situation in this
8 that Cypressdid when | agreed to let them move 8 country, if it rainsin Brazil, our price goes down,
9  ahead withthiswasthey wanted atilingmap. That | 9 and| get it on my phone every day. It's 323 today.
10 wasl think the very first thing you guys asked for. |10 My target number has been 360 for a number of years.
11 Andtherearenotiling mapsonthosefarmsthat are |11 It's getting tougher and tougher.
12 ahundred yearsold. 12 It costs as much money to put a
13 The only person that this would 13 cropinasyou make from it now, and the risk
14 affect I'm pretty sureis Dolly Wick, and she's 14  involved and, you know, the insurance, the umbrella
15  right across the road from me. She'salifelong 15  policy, all the expensesto put acrop in, but if
16  friend. Her husband is dead now. I'veknownthem |16  you look, there's corn piled everywhere now. If we
17 my entirelifetime, and we definitely don't want 17  goto electric cars, what are we going to do with
18  anything going wrong over there with Dolly 18  thiscorn?
19 And that farm aswell is going to be 19 And | don't have to take you a
20  left to her two daughters I've known my entire 20  half amile from my house and | can show you 80
21 lifetime 21  acresthat's been in layout ground for 40 years
22 So when we talk about this farm 22 because people can't make any money off of it and
23 drainage thing, Dan was adamant that, you know, he |23  they don't have no risk in layout acres. It's
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1 everywhere across the road from me and Dally's 1 truthfully, thisis going to affect me for the first
2 place. It'slaid out over there where they're 2 20years. Thenext 20 isgoing to be somebody
3 getting paid not to farm this ground. 3  ese'sproblem.
4 So | feel like you guys do about 4 But, you know, | mean, it'sjust
5 it taking this ground out of production, but what 5 adifferent game now. | mean, there's people out
6  we'redoing with thisground iswere giving it a 6 therefarming 22,000 acres of farm ground, so it
7  restfor 40 yearsiswhat we'rereally doing. We're | 7 makesit tough for aguy like me doing 110 acres |
8  not destroying this property, and what we'rereally | 8 cantell you.
9 doingisjust giving it arest for 40 years, but I'm 9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Any other
10 just telling you that what we're going to do with 10  questions?
11 dl thiscornif we quit burning it in ethanol | do 11 Does staff have any questions?
12 not know because you go back afew yearsago and |12 MR. DICK: No.
13 cornwas piled everywhere, and now we're burning 35 |13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Do you have any
14  percent of it in ethanol. 14  questions?
15 So that was my thought process 15 MR. DEAN: | just wanted to reiterate
16  onthis, and so | understand your feelingontaking |16  what Juliasaid. We appreciate hearing from you and
17  thisground out of production, but thisisreality. 17  your connection to the land, So that was beneficial.
18 What I'm talking about hereis electric cars. 18 MR. SANDAGE: Yeah. It'sjugt, it's
19  They'regoing to build electric semis this year. 19  different when you grow up. I'm one of the last
20 Soit'sjust aredlity that we 20 generationsthat ever filled acorn crib or barn,
21 livein, and we all know what they'retryingtodo |21 and | canjust tell you it's different now, and so
22 to Clinton power plant. You know that electricity |22  we don't take any of this stuff you're doing here
23 hasgot to come from somewhere. If youtakeit off |23  lightly.
Page 158 Page 160
1 themaingrid, wecan putitinalocal arealike 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Go ahead.
2 these guysdo on alower voltage scale. 2 MR. STREICKER: Mr. Sandage, just for
3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Great. | 3  therecord, could we have Dan's last name?
4  Thank you. 4 MR. SANDAGE: My name?
5 Go ahead. 5 MR. STREICKER: Dan. Y ou mentioned
6 MR. KURITZ: So this40 acres, is 6 Dan.
7 thisall good crop production on thisfarm or is 7 MR. SANDAGE: Oh, Brucker
8 theredtill -- 8  (B-r-u-c-k-e-).
9 MR. SANDAGE: | have 110 acrestotal. | 9 MR. STREICKER: And he's your tenant
10  Inback of therailroad tracks there's 55 and in 10  farmer and also atile contractor?
11 front there's 75. 11 MR. SANDAGE: Yes, heis.
12 MR. KURITZ: So your tenant is not 12 MR. STREICKER: All right. No
13 going away. 13 further questions. Thank you.
14 MR. SANDAGE: No. No. Danand | 14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Doesanyonein
15  have had along conversation about this. He'sa 15  the audience have any questions for Mr. Sandage?
16  great guy. We've got agreat working relationship, |16 Okay. You'refreeto go.
17  and every time that something happens, Dan knowsit. |17  Thanks.
18 Like today, | called him and 18 (Witness excused.)
19  sad, hey, | just want to let you know what happened |19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Isthere anyone
20 last night. Thisiswhat'sgoing on, and we hadthe |20  elsein the audience that would like to testify in
21 wholetiling conversation. 21 Arrowsmith 11?
22 But he and my sons have been 22 Okay. Seeing none, if you have
23 notified the entire process because really and 23  aclosing statement, you can go ahead and make it.
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1 MR. STREICKER: Just for the board's 1 approval of SU-18-04.
2 consideration, on behalf of Cypress, weintendtobe | 2 MS. CARLTON: | second that.
3 asgood aresident and neighbor in McLean County | 3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: We have a
4 with Arrowsmith Il aswe do with Arrowsmith 1. 4  recommendation by Kuritz and a second by Carlton.
5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank | 5 Well do aroll call vote.
6  you. 6 MR. DICK: Bangert?
7 At this point, | will close the 7 MR. BANGERT: Yes.
8  hearing on this, and we'll go forward on 8 MR. DICK: Kuritz?
9  deliberation. 9 MR. KURITZ: Yes.
10 Does anyone feel aneed to talk 10 MR. DICK: Dean?
11 about anything new with this case or areweready to |11 MR. DEAN: Yes.
12 wak through the stipulations or the standards? 12 MR. DICK: Carlton?
13 MR. DEAN: Walk through them. 13 MS. CARLTON: Yes.
14 And we'll be adopting the same 14 MR. DICK: Taylor?
15  stipulations? 15 MS. TAYLOR: Yes.
16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That'swhat | |16 MR. DICK: And Turner?
17 would like to do. 17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yes.
18 Okay. All right. So the 18 Okay. That's a unanimous vote.
19  first-- | won't read them again. Let'sjust go 19  That one aso passes.
20  throughit. 20 And that's the same. It will be
21 A? Okay. 21  arecommendation on the same night, correct, Phil?
22 B? 22 MR. DICK: That's correct. It will
23 MR. KURITZ: Good. 23 gotothe county board on the 20th at 9 am.
Page 162 Page 164
1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: C? 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. And with
2 MR. KURITZ: Good. 2 that | would liketo call SU-18-06, and that is
3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: D? 3 Moraine Solar, LLC by Cypress Creek.
4 MR. KURITZ: Good. 4 MR. DICK: | think you mean 05.
5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: E? 5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: 05. Sorry. |
6 MR. KURITZ: Good. 6  got ahead of myself. 05. So that's Case No.
7 CHAIR TUNER: F? 7 SU-18-05.
8 MR. KURITZ: Good. 8 And you can go ahead and present
9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: G? 9  onthat.
10 MR. KURITZ: Good. 10 MR. STREICKER: Okay. Thank you
1 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Andthen |11  again to the board, counsel and staff for taking the
12 wecanincludethe same stipulationsaswehad on |12  timeto hear about the Moraine project.
13 thelast case. 13 Similarly to Arrowsmith | and
14 Do we need to read those into 14 |l, 1 believethe size of the site is approximately
15  therecord or can we just bring those forward? 15 33 acres. Theland characteristics are slightly
16 MS. WALLEY': The stipulations? 16  different asyou can see from the overhead. This
17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Uh-huh. 17  project borders Interstate 74, and one of the things
18 MS. WALLEY:: | can simply make a 18  that wed liketo reiterate is that the solar panels
19  notation that for SU-18-04, you're adopting thesame |19  that we'll be installing, they have an
20  dtipulations as SU-18-03, and they'll bewrittenup |20  antireflective nonglare coating, and they are
21  separately. 21 approved by the FAA, so we believe they are very
22 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Thank you. |22  compatible to usein this close proximity to I'm
23 MR. KURITZ: | move we recommend 23 sure quite a busy transportation corridor given that
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1 it'sontheinterstate. 1 . MR. WHITSON: Bryan Whitson at 1644
2 Other than that, | believe the 2 North Artesian Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60647.
3 material termsin the application with regard to 3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And could you
4  statistics are our obligations and commitmentsas | 4  spell your last name?
5 far asdecommissioning. Otherwise, it would be 5 . MR. WHITSON: Yes. It's Whitson
6  substantially similar to the representationswemade | 6  (W-h-i-t-s-0-n.)
7 intheapplication for Arrowsmith | and 1. 7
8 MR. NOVACK: That's absolutely 8 NARRATIVE TESTIMONY
9 accurate, and | don't really -- 9 BY BRYAN WHITSON:
10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Couldyou |10 So to address | guess the topography
11 identify yourself again? 11 of the site, you can see based on the contour maps
12 MR. NOVACK: Absolutely. I'm very 12 forit, the siteisdraining to the south, and so,
13 sorry. 13 you know, once rainfall does hit the site, it will
14 Scott Novack with Cypress Creek 14  continue south and into that detention basin located
15  Renewables, senior developer. 15  just south of the property similar to the other
16 What Dave just said is 16  dite. You know, there's not really any flat areas,
17  absolutely accurate, and the information is very 17  andif there were any potential ponding areas, we
18  similar, redly the same as was presented on 18  would make sure to mitigate as, you know, it's not
19 Arrowsmith | and Arrowsmith I1. 19  ideal to have ponding in the panel.
20 Of course | want to echo Dave's 20 MR. DEAN: Just for clarification,
21 sentiment and thank you for hearing thiscaseas |21  that's not adetention basin. That's a borrow pit.
22 well, and we are happy to answer questions 22 MR. WHITSON: Y eah, borrow pit.
23 specifically asthey pertain to this site. 23 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: They all collect
Page 166 Page 168
1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Arethere | 1 water.
2 any questions from the board? 2 MR. DICK: | don't think it drains to
3 MR. DEAN: What's the blue line off 3 thesouth.
4  totheleft | guessyou'd call it? 4 Areyou sure you checked the
5 MR. NOVACK: Tothewest of our site, | 5  topography?
6 that squiggly blueline, that is some sort of a 6 (Pause)
7 water feature that's been identified through our 7 MR. WHITSON: Pardon me. Yeah. Soa
8  environmental diligence phase. It may or may notbe | 8  portion of the site, that northwest corner that you
9 awetland. 9  pointed out, that does actualy, in fact, drain to
10 | don't have the exact 10 thenorthwest, and that's where it probably gets
11 information on that particular place. 11  carried away with that ravine that could potentially
12 MR. DEAN: Okay. Thank you. 12  beawater feature.
13 Okay. Soisthispieceredlly, 13 Thanks for pointing that out.
14  redly flat? Isthere going to be some -- will 14 MR. DEAN: So my question there would
15  there be awater holding stormwater retention area |15  be are we going to impact the neighbor negatively
16  developed on thissite? 16  with aheavy rainfall?
17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. I willgo |17 MR. WHITSON: So no additional |
18  ahead and swear you in if that's okay? 18  guessgrading is proposed, and so the site would
19 MR. WHITSON: Yes. 19  function in asimilar manner that it does today,
20 (Whereupon the witness was sworn 20  and, in fact, because we would be proposing some
21 by Chairperson Turner.) 21 sort of seed mix on the site, there's actually going
22 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Andcoud |22 to be moreinfiltration, and it actually would
23 you state your name and address for therecord? |23 decrease the runoff from the site, and water would
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1 actualy infiltrate into the ground better than it 1 name and address for the record?
2 doesin the existing condition. 2 MR. ENSENBERGER: My nameisLeo
3 The soilsinthisareaare 3 (L-e-0), last name Ensenberger
4 classified as Group A and Group B which haveahigh | 4 (E-n-s-e-n-b-e-r-g-e-r). Address, 1509 Biltmore
5 infiltration rate and, therefore, conversely, alow | 5 (B-j-I-t-m-o-r-e) Court, Normal, Illinois 61761.
6 runoff Poﬁné' a'D-EAN | urderstend whet 6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Go shead
7 . . | understand what you're 7
8 saying, btj]t I jrt]{st 'can'lt g(?kmy head around tkhe 8 NARRATIVE TESTIMONY
9 c?ncept that thisisalot like copcrgte,. qu'J NOW. 9  BY LEO ENSENBERGER:
10 It'snot concrete, but whenever it hitsit, it's ,
11 impervious, right? Rain does not go through these 10 I'm one of the owners of the property
’ ' 11  that hasthe borrow pit just to the south, and
12 panels? that's about afi b it with about f
13 MR. WHITSON: So with them being 12 sabout afive-acre o‘rrow Pt Wl outtive
14 sloped asthey are, yes, you're correct. The water 13 apr&c of land ar'ound it. It s‘begn in our ffamlly
15 would hit the pandl. Thenitwould dideoff the |14  Sincetheearly 70s, and wereinto the third
16  panel. 15  generation now.
17 And underneath the panel would 16 We use the land for recreation, and
18 all be pervious area 17  weeat fish out of the pond approximately once a
19 So it's not like your typical 18  week, and I'm not talking just summer recreation.
20  pavement where it would hit the pavement and then |19  We're down there essentially all focept the worst possible
21  get discharged essentially to some sort of sewer days
22 system and then get carried away from the site that So with all due respect to the Trents
23 way. You know, it's going to hit that grass and their property rights, obviously, we have some
Page 170 Page 172
1 pervious areathat it's going to have to ultimately 1 concerns about a solar power plant being erected,
2 flow through, so you're not actually reducing the 2 you know, right next to us.
3 perviousness of the site. 3 Y ou know, things like erosion cometo
4 MR. DEAN: Okay. 4 mind and a number of things that have come up here
5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Any other 5  tonight that have been presented by the board in
6  questions? 6 termsof, you know, long-term, what's going to
7 Does staff have any questions? 7 happenif Cypress Creek doesn't work out, those
8 MR. DICK: No. 8 typesof questions, not to mention it's some of the
9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Doesanyonein | 9  best farmland in the world. We've all talked about
10 theaudience have any questionsfor the applicant, |10  thosethings here tonight.
11 questions? 11 But | think, you know, we just kind
12 Okay. Seeing none, isthere 12 of want to make sure that, you know, our property
13 anyone else in the audience who would like to 13 valuesare being looked at alittle bit too.
14 testify? 14 Obviously, we get some drainage into
15 MR. ENSENBERGER: Yes. Thanksfor |15  our borrow pit, and how's that going to impact us to
16  your patience. 16  haveasolar farm next to us
17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: weloveit when |17 And probably one of the biggest
18  people come up and talk to us. 18  issuesthat | would like to discuss tonight isthe
19 Can | go ahead and swear you in? 19 narrow dirt road that runs between the Trent
20 MR. ENSENBERGER: Sure. 20  property and our property.
21 (Whereupon the witness was sworn 21 There was a great picture that
22 by Chairperson Turner.) 22 Mr. Dick showed yesterday that showed that road.
23 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Andyour |23~ That isavery narrow road, and when the crops are
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1 planted, the heavy farm equipment essentially hasto | 1 It'snot just the Trents or the adjacent neighbors.
2 driveon our property to get to fields down along 2 | think there's more of them that use that road.
3 74 3 MR. DEAN: It appears to me that the
4 So if apermanent fenceis erected 4 wind farm is going to shut those people off. Excuse
5 closetothat road, it isessentially going to 5 me. Thesolar farm.
6  establish anew road that's going to be on our 6 MR. ENSENBERGER: | don't know
7  property. That'saconcern of ours. 7  anything about that.
8 First of all, wefeel like the crops 8 MR. DEAN: It just looksto melike
9 areplanted alittle bit too close to the road 9 thesolar farmisgoing to have afence up there
10 anyway. There'snot much of avariancegiventhere. |10  that's going to touch the highway fence.
11 Thereused to be aditch there, agrassy ditch. 11 MR. DICK: The solar farm will be
12 That was plowed over years ago, and essentially the |12 30 feet off of their property line.
13 cropsare now planted right up against the road. 13 MR. DEAN: Okay. It's not on the
14 S0 | guess essentially we have 14  property line?
15  questions about a solar power plant being a 15 MR. DICK: That's correct.
16  neighbor, that's number one, and concerns about 16 MR. DEAN: Okay. That's newsto me
17  that, but if it's going to happen, we really wish 17  then. | aways assumed the fence would be on the
18  that that would be looked at so that wedont bear |18  property line, butitisin 30 feet.
19  thebrunt of large farm equipment that needsto use |19 MR. DICK: That's correct.
20 that narrow dirt road is going to essentially take |20 . MR. DEAN: Okay. Well, that might be
21  usover. 21 refreshing to you then.
22 That's really kind of something 22 MR. ENSENBERGER: Wéll, that's
23 that'son our mind aswell as everything else. | 23 essentially the width of the road, the 30 feet if
Page 174 Page 176
1 mean, it'sarecreation spot for us. It'sbeenin 1 I'mlooking at that right.
2 our family sincethe'70s as | said, and we just 2 MR. DEAN: So thetreelineisthe
3 kind of would like to keep that going onfor more | 3  property line hereiswhat we'relooking at.
4  generations. 4 . MR. ENSENBERGER: Approximately |
5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank | 5  think, yes.
6 you. 6 MR. BANGERT: Which side are you on?
7 Does the board have any 7 MR. ENSENBERGER: Thetreeline.
8  questions? 8 MR. BANGERT: So you're on the other
9 MR. DEAN: Yeah, | do. 9  sdeof the trees?
10 Can Phil show usthe lane, or 10 MR. ENSENBERGER: Yes.
11 Darryl, could you show usthe picture of thelane |11 MR. DEAN: Y ou don't own any property
12 that he'sreferring to? 12 onthe north side of the trees?
13 And while he'sfinding that, it 13 MR. ENSENBERGER: The north side?
14  appearsto methat there won't be any farm traffic. |14 MR. DEAN: That's not your lane, is
15 Is there an easement on your 15 it?
16  property for the neighbors to access the fieldsdown |16 MR. ENSENBERGER: No, no.
17  there? Do you know if there's an easement? 17 MR. DEAN: So thisis not your lane.
18 MR. ENSENBERGER: I'm not sure about |18 MR. ENSENBERGER: No, not to my
19 theexact legalities of it, sir, but | wastold 19 knowledge, no.
20  yearsago when we first obtained the property that |20 MR. DEAN: Well, I'm having trouble
21 we needed to keep that road open for farmerstouse |21 understanding how they're driving on you if there's
22 togetinand out of there, and | think there's 22 atreelinethere.
23 severa of them that go down along 74 to the west. |23 How can the farm equipment be
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1 driving on your property? 1 property lineis.

2 MR. ENSENBERGER: Well, | don't know | 2 Mr. Ensenberger's access to

3 exactly wherethe property lineis, sir. | just 3 their borrow pit is on the Trent property although

4 know we own the other side of theroad. | justknow | 4  we don't have asurvey on the property at this

5  weown property there. 5 point. They would have to do that before they get a

6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Andso | 6  permit, and conceivably, if you had a concern, you

7 what you're wanting to make sure is that they 7 could require them to have that fence more than

8  maintain that tree line there and that it doesn't 8 30 feet from that south property line.

9  encroach upon your property on the other side. 9 MR. DEAN: So Mr. Ensenberger has an
10 MR. ENSENBERGER: Yesh, andthefence |10  easement on the property that belongs to the Trents?
11 isnot put too closetotheroad. That'saconcern |11 MR. DICK: | don't know that.

12 of minetoo. 12 MR. KURITZ: According to the site

13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: oh, | understand |13 plan, Mr. Dean is correct. It says seven-foot high

14  what you're saying. 14  chainlink fence, and it's going right up to the

15 So if the fence was put too 15 interstate fence, and then the setback isinside of

16  closeto theroad, then perhapsthey would needto |16  that fence.

17  drive on the other side of that treeline. 17 MR. DEAN: And that's what | was

18 MR. ENSENBERGER: Y eah. 18  tryingto say. Thiswould prohibit anybody from

19 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. We |19  going west.

20  understand. 20 (Pause)

21 MR. ENSENBERGER: | think to 21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Sowhat

22 reterate to your question earlier, thereis more 22 we need to clarify is exactly what's needed here.

23 farmsto the west of the proposed solar power plant |23 And we'll let Rick and Mary Beth
Page 178 Page 180

1 that usethat road to get to their fields. 1 look atit.

2 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Sotothe | 2 . MR. STREICKER: If | might interject

3 west there are some farms. 3 for staff.

4 MR. ENSENBERGER: Right, dlong 74. | 4 We'relooking at the version

5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. 5  that went out with the staff notice where it does

6 MR. DEAN: And the solar farm that's 6 look likethe fenceis set back sufficiently.

7 goinginthereistill going to allow a 30-foot 7 MR. KURITZ: Correct, but on that

8  dley for the people between the highway fenceand | 8  site plan that you submitted with your application,

9 thesolar farm fence? 9 thefence goes out to the interstate fence.

10 MR. ENSENBERGER: Well, theresno |10 MR. STREICKER: | believe we had
11 highway fencein there. Theresnofence. Theres |11 submitted a...

12 justthat treeline. 12 . MR. DICK: Thisisthe one that

13 MR. DEAN: Well, go back to theother |13  Taylor Smith Fed Ex'd to me that we received.
14  map. It appearsto me that the solar farmisgoing |14 MR. STREICKER: All right.

15  totouch the highway. The solar farmisgoingtogo |15 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And we'll let
16  right up to the highway. 16  you getin herein just aminute.

17 Am | not correct on that? 17 Okay. So we need to address

18 MR. ENSENBERGER: To thewest of our {18  that issue.

19  property. 19 Anybody else have any other

20 MR. DEAN: Y eah, west. 20  questions?

21 MR. ENSENBERGER: Y eah. 21 MR. DEAN: 2200 is a public road?
22 MR. DICK: | can pass this site plan 22 MR. DICK: Yes.

23 around for you to look at. You can seewherethe |23 MR. DEAN: It goes clear to the
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1 interstate and stops? 1 MR. ENSENBERGER: Correct, or goes
2 MR. DICK: No. It crosses over the 2 south over to me.
3 interstate. 3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: To your
4 MR. DEAN: Oh, okay. That one goes 4  property, right?
5 over. | see. Thank you. 5 MR. ENSENBERGER: Y eah.
6 MR. DICK: And we can show you a 6 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay.
7  photo of that going over the interstate that | 7 MR. DEAN: Okay. | think | wasin
8  showed you yesterday. 8  error because this has cleared it up for me.
9 MR. DEAN: Okay. Mr. Dick, then | 9 The lane goes on the north side
10  don't understand why Mr. Ensenberger would haveto |10  of the property.
11 go through the Trent property to get to his 11 I was thinking it was going
12 property. Hecould comeright off of 2200andgo |12  aong theinterstate, so I'm clear on that now.
13 over to the borrow pit. 13 Thank you.
14 . MR. DICK: There's aphoto that shows |14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Anyone
15  that road there. 15  else have any questions for Mr. Ensenberger?
16 Thisis 2200 going south over 16 Okay. Doesthe applicant have
17  theinterstate. 17  questionsfor Mr. Ensenberger?
18 Next photo. 18 MR. STREICKER: Potentially question;
19 There. Thisisthe photo that 19  moreresponsive pointsif the board will entertain
20 istaken at the intersection of 2200 and thisaccess |20  us.
21 road. 21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: You can hit that
22 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. 22 intheclosing if you want, but you can ask
23 Mr. Ensenberger, how do you get to your property (23  questionsto clarify to make sure you're covering
Page 182 Page 184
1 fromthis? 1 those responses.
2 MR. ENSENBERGER: That'stheway we | 2 MR. STREICKER: Understood.
3 accessour property, and it's always been my 3 MR. NOVACK: Mr. Ensenberger, thank
4 understanding and when we talked to the Downs 4 you for your comments. | have a question.
5  Township folks, authority or road commissioner 5 Y ou mentioned that other farmers
6  whoever, that that was a shared road. It doesn't 6  west of this property are currently using this
7 necessarily belong tothe Trentsor to us; that that | 7 accessto get to their farms.
8 wasashared road. 8 Can you talk more about that?
9 That's always been my 9 Doyoubelieveit'stheir primary accessto get to
10  understanding. 10 thosefields?
11 MR. DEAN: So the township has no 11 MR. ENSENBERGER: That's my
12 responsibility on that road then. 12 understanding.
13 MR. ENSENBERGER: That'swhat I've |13 My father and his partner
14  beentold. 14  obtained the property in the early '70s at which
15 MR. DEAN: Okay. 15  point they decided they were going to put a gate up
16 MR. ENSENBERGER: Whether that's |16  on their road, and they were quickly told by a
17  accurate or not, | don't know. 17 number of folksin the areayou can't put a gate up
18 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Andso |18  there because that belongsto al of us, and |
19  what you're wanting to ensure is that, one, you 19  believeit's more farmers than just the Trents that
20  dtill have accessto your property from this. 20  usethat accessroad to go down along 74 to access
21 MR. ENSENBERGER: Correct. 21  their fields. That'swhat | believe, that it's at
22 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: And that that |22  least one more, maybe a couple more than the Trents.
23 road doesn't disappear. 23 MR. NOVACK: Thank you.
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1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Does | 1 | appreciate your time.
2 anyonein the audience have questions for 2 MR. NOVACK: | don't really have much
3 Mr. Ensenberger? 3 toadd other than to highlight that last bit that
4 Okay. Mr. Ensenberger, you're 4  Mr. Streicker was referring to which is, | mean, we
5 good to go. 5 haveno intention of starting any sort of a border
6 Isthere anyone elsein the 6 war here. Wewant to be agreat neighbor.
7 audience who would like to testify on the Moraine | 7 We have land here to work with
8  casebeforeus? 8 that enables usto be alittle bit flexible with our
9 Seeing none, we'll let you go 9 solar arrays and the layout of the site whereby our
10 ahead and do your closing if you'd like. 10 intention would be to move that fence, you know,
11 . MR. STREICKER: | appreciate that. 11 further away and to cause less problems than more
12 Again, thank you board, counsel and staff. 12 problems.
13 Y ou know, one of the themes 13 So we believe we will be good
14 we've hit on throughout all three projectsis that 14  neighbors and improve certain situations such as
15  wewant to be agood neighbor. Wewant our neighbor |15  erosion and access.
16  to continue the quiet enjoyment of their property, |16 Thank you.
17  and webelieve asolar farm isagood useto enable |17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank
18  that to continue, certainly with the recreational 18  you.
19  parcel that we've been talking about. 19 Does anyone who testified have a
20 A couple of points that 20 closing statement that they want to put forth?
21 Mr. Ensenberger hit. |1 know he's concerned about |21 Mr. Ensenberger, would you like
22 hiserosion and so arewe. We believethat after we |22 to make a closing statement?
23 confer with the Soil and Conservation District and |23 MR. ENSENBERGER: No thank you.
Page 186 Page 188
1 find the optimal local native grasses to plant, we 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Thank
2 will actually hopefully control erosion in a better 2 you.
3 manner than it would be in an active agricultural 3 With that, | will close this
4  context. 4  case, and we will move on to board deliberation.
5 We've talked alot about 5 Dowehaveaneedtoputina
6 drainage, and again, | believe with the appropriate | 6  stipulation or anything like that concerning this?
7  top cover that hopefully, again, drainageis 7 Okay. They will get that worked
8 improved inthe area. 8 out now that they know of theissue. All right.
9 One of the things that we do as 9 With that, let's walk through
10  most developers do, when we permit an area, we |10  the standards.
11 optimize our footprint once we get our permit area, |11 MR. BANGERT: Did we cover at any
12 and certainly we're aware of site accessissuesand |12 point the timing of the vegetative growth to be
13 believe that the placement of the fence, wedoneed |13  established? Did we ever establish that to be
14  to put asecurity fence up around the site, but the |14 before the project starts, during or after?
15  placement and exact location of the fence, wedo |15 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: 1 don't think we
16 feel very comfortable that we'd be ableto 16  coveredit. You can ask them though if you want
17 accommodate the ingress and egress concernsof the |17 during the deliberation.
18  residents, and | believe that's something we can 18 MR. BANGERT: Do you have atimeline
19  work cooperatively to do. 19  when the vegetative cover would be established?
20 | believe those are the three 20 MR. WHITSON: So the seed mix would
21 points we definitely wanted to hit on other thanwe |21 go down before obviously we would go and disturb any
22 look forward to being hopefully alongtime resident |22 | guess of the land with the posts, so it would be
23 of McLean County. 23 after if we did any minor grading.
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1 Then once the soil was kind of 1 or 80 feet from the centerline of the road,

2 disturbed, we would definitely provide | guess 2 whichever is greater, because their site plan that

3 erosion control protection inthose areas, andthen | 3 they had before this one didn't have that put down

4 many times, you know, that temporary seedingis | 4  accurately.

5 actualy thefinal seeding aswell and so then it 5 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Okay. Sothat's

6  would go down during that portion as well. 6 theextrastipulation.

7 In regardsto the growth, you 7 MR. DICK: That'swhy there's an

8  know, it's something that it would be very 8 extrastipulation, and my only question had to do

9 advantageousto haveit | guess startingtogrow as | 9  with whether you wanted a stipulation that made that
10 the panelswere commissioned and brought online. |10  fence a certain distance from that access road. |
11 Any further questions? 11 think it would be clearer if you made some kind of
12 . MR. BANGERT: So that's ayes, it 12 dtipulation like that.

13 will be established before you start building? 13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That'swhat |
14 . MR. WHITSON: That would bethegoal. |14  waswondering too.
15  Sorry, not building but after it's aready been 15 MR. DEAN: So the access road doesn't
16  constructed, then it would start to grow underneath |16  have amiddleiskind of what I'm thinking.
17  thepanels. Sorry. Because that land will be 17 MR. DICK: | would think that you
18  disturbed obviously while we're building on the 18  would want to make sure that that fence on the south
19  portion. 19  sideof thissolar farmis at least ten feet from
20 MR. DICK: They have to provide an 20 theedge of that driveway at a minimum or 30 feet
21 erosion control plan, and it hasto be established, |21 from the property line, whichever is greater.
22 theerosion control hasto be established before 22 MR. DEAN: | propose we put that
23 they can get any occupancy for the facility. 23 stipulationin.

Page 190 Page 192

1 MR. BANGERT: Okay. Thank you. That | 1 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: So well add a

2 coversthat then. 2 dtipulation that saysthat the fence is ten feet

3 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: okay. Anyother | 3 from the edge of the driveway or 30 feet from the

4 questions? 4  property line, whichever is greater.

5 Okay. On to the standards. 5 It looks likeit will be about

6 A? 6 thesameto me.

7 MR. KURITZ: Good. 7 MS. WALLEY: Areyou asking then to

8 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: B? 8  remove stipulation 4 from the staff report?

9 MR. KURITZ: Good. 9 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yes, we are.
10 . CHAIRPERSON TURNER: C, D, E,F,and |10 MS. WALLEY: Okay. And replacing it
11 G 11 then with the fence options?

12 And then just as on the other 12 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Correct.
13 two, the same stipulations brought forward? 13 MS. WALLEY: So the fence should be
14 MS. WALLEY: Inlooking at the staff 14  tenfeet from the edge of the roadway or 30 feet
15  report, thishas six stipulations. The other two 15 from the property line, whichever is greater?

16  only had five. 16 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Correct.
17 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Good point. |17 MS. WALLEY: Okay.

18 MR. DICK: | could comment on one 18 MR. DEAN: Okay. Phil, help me

19  additional stipulation that isn't necessary anymore |19  understand.

20 if youwould like. 20 Areyou talking about the grass

21 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Pleasedo. |21  road, the grass area, or are you talking about the
22 MR. DICK: That stipulation had them 22 roadway?

23 being at least 50 feet from the front property line |23 MR. DICK: | wasjust talking about
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1 where people are driving. L STATE OF ILLINGIS
2 MR. DEAN: Okay. 2 CONNTY OF SANGA
3 MR. BANGERT: We do not know where | >
4  theboundary lineis, correct? 4 CERTI FI CATE
5 MR. DICK: That's correct. | have 5 I, Laurel A Patkes, Certified Shorthand
6 notseenasurvey of it. | don't know exactly where 6 Reporter in and for said County and State, do hereby
7 that is. 7 certify that | reported in shorthand the foregoing
8 And my concern was that maybe 8 proceedings and that the foregoing is a true and
9 that fenceis alittle bit in that road, but | can't 9 correct transcript of ny shorthand notes so taken as
10 tell that for sure. 10 aforesaid.
11 MR. BANGERT: Yes. because what if 11 | further certify that 1 amin no way
12 the property lineisfurther into t’hetreesthan 12 associated with or related to any of the parties or
13 what -- | mean, that could rea”y__ 13 attorneys involved herein, nor am| financially
14 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That'swhy we |14 interested in this action.
15  havethat covered ten feet from the roadway or 15 Dated Februarv 14. 2018.
16 30 feet, whichever is greater, from the property 16
17 line. 17 - =
18 MR. BANGERT: Okay. 18 Certified Shorthand Reporter
19 MR. KURITZ: | move that we recommend |19
20  approva of SU-18-05 with the recorded stipulations. |20
21 MS. CARLTON: | second that. 21
22 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Motionby |22
23 Kuritz. Second by Carlton. 23
Page 194
1 And with that we'll take aroll
2 cdl vote.
3 MR. DICK: Bangert?
4 MR. BANGERT: Yes.
5 MR. DICK: Kuritz?
6 MR. KURITZ: Yes.
7 MR. DICK: Dean?
8 MR. DEAN: Yes.
9 MR. DICK: Turner?
10 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Yes.
11 MR. DICK: Carlton?
12 MS. CARLTON: Yes.
13 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: Taylor.
14 MS. TAYLOR: Yes.
15 CHAIRPERSON TURNER: That'sa
16  unanimous vote, and that will be on the same morning
17  astheothers.
18 And with that, | think we're
19  done, right? Well, we're continued to tomorrow for
20  Case SU-18-02, tomorrow evening at 6 p.m. here.
21 (Whereupon the foregoing
22 proceedings concluded at 8:47
23 p.m. this same date.)
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